TO THe . * 


All the Baptized wa in. England ; exhorting 
them to fattnefs in the Truth, to the 
SCRIPTURES 
T H E R 
With fore farther Confiderations of Quetis, fent the 
Ba ers in Controve 


-By THOMAS GRANTHAM, 


And sheir Eats” from the turned inte 
Fables, 2 Tim. 4:4. 


| But I will few thee phat tobich is noted in the Scripture of Truth, and shere is none 


that bolderh things but Michael yur Prince, 
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is nothing, which Men fincerely'Religions; 
more heartily defire, thanthat all Men were 
fotoo; and becaufe they are fully fatisfied that 
they are in that very Way Which moft truly leads to Life, 
they therefore ftrive that all may know it and walk init. 
And truly this is my Cafe, my Hearts Defire and 
Prayer to God for all Men is, that they may be faved. 
And as I believe it hath pleafed God to fhew me the Path 
of Life, I cannotibut:do my beft to fhew it to others 5 
for as fome by their Labours, have been helpful to me,’ fo 
I hope mine may be helpful to others. 
When Icall the Primitive Chriftian Church at Terufa- 
the Mother of us'All, Iallude to that Place,Gal. 
4.26. Interpreters, (fo faras I have obferved) take 
Jerufalem there, for the Gofpel Catholick Church » — 


now this Church had its Begmning, and this Beginning — - 
we Jerufalem and becaufe in the Progrefs of 
Chriftianity im the World, for near one thoufand feven — 
bundred years, there has abundance of Errors crept in, — 


and 
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‘To the Reader. 
and much truth in the antient Simplicity of 7 “ge | 
think it bighly rational, that (all prejudice being laid a- 


_ part) Men fhould feck, with the greateft diligence, for 


their 


greate/t Security, into the State of Chri/ts Gofpel- 


Church, asrby himfelf cftablifhed; for -whatfoever bas 
not been-planted by our Fleavenly Father, nigh to its 


being rooted up. | 
God Almighty dirett us all, is the bearty Prayer of 


Thomas 
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the State of 


Preface, a particular conpderation 


ceviden to al fic have converfed with the Hiftories of 
which have been fince the coming of sour Lord, to 
in the Kingdom of Grace, in. 
ba ftriving 
for fame Honour and 
at Alexandria, fometimes the 


and efpecially the Church at Rome 
oF Honan, and Preheminence 


And we Mire. 
be had by all Chri- 


that MOTHERCHURCH. 


us All. 
the 
mak 
the 
among 
hove the 
FY 
thafe who do fallow Her, boch ia the ef- 
ofpel, noe as the Word of fuch or fuch a man, 
les) bue as it is im truth the Word of God, 
bings of their Countrey-m 
| Unto 


| peat the 

Unto whom was committed, in the firft place, the Principles of the 
Oracles. of God ; unto. whom. our deareft Lord was a perfonal Mi- 
nifter, and did d aétually I Difpenf to, and Communicate with them, in 


the Divine Myfteries or Ordinances es of the Chriftian Regen 5; upon 
whom was poured the molt excellent Gifts and Graces of the Holy 
of Prémifé It.was'this Church) from {ageording to the 

the Law Chrift fhould firt go forth, 
Was the of the Lord in the of the Mor 
tains, and exalted above the Hills, that all Nations might flow unto it: an 
Honour not given to other Churches, .1 Cor, 14. 2 136, What, came the 
Word of God out from you? No, this- was the Glory of another, For out 
af Zion fhad go forth the Law, and the Word of the Lord from Jerufalem. 
Which'by {pe cial Orde? from Chrift was fulfilled, when he gave Com- 
to his Apoftles, that Repentance.gnd Remiffion of Sins floould be 
‘preached: in Wi ‘Name, in all" Navions, beginning at Jerufalem, Luk. 24. 
And’ here it was that the Spirit gave utterance\unto’ the Apoftles, 
-to preach in all’ Languages, that then fome of all Nations (who were 
at that very time at Ferufalem) might hear from thence’ the. joyful 
Sound of the Gofpel, and confequently, keep the fame Holy Doétrine 
in all Ages and Nations, as it was there delivered, and vie? bes by di- 
‘vers Signs and’ Miracles, and Gifts of ‘the Holy Ghoft, Math. 28. 19s 20. 
‘Heb. 23 ACK 

‘Forafmuch then, as all Churches, in all Ages dk Nations, teh. 
.difpentibly bound! to“ follow this Church,’ in the Obfervation ‘of all 
things’ whatfoevér ‘Chrift comimanded™ them; we'‘hold “our felves 
‘concern'd; at this'time;"to declare our unfeigned Affent unto theFruth 
“of the Gofpel! ds ‘it Was ’here delivered; ‘and “our hunible Refolution to 
keep ‘the’ Ordinances of Chrift; as shay were here prattifed (not doubt- 
“ing but the fame was received in’ all'Charches at thé firlt} being con- 
“hdent'of this very thing, that a’ fafer way cannot be ‘fourid for the 
curity of our Souls,’ fromthe: manifold ‘which’ firice the Planta- 
‘tion ofthis Chutch,’ have’ been obtruded upon the of Men, 
parts of the Chittian’ Nations.» 

PO the intent then’ that we.thay avoid ‘Error, to 
fhiall confider particularly (though very briefly) ‘the Frame of: ‘thts 
Fleaveniy Building, in’ Foundation,’ her Form! of Govern- 
‘and ‘the Wry. of in) order: 19 het Perfetti 


We 
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We find her Foundation-Principles to confift in fix particulars, cal~ 
led, the beginning of the Word of Chrift, which Articles are therefore. 
called : the F callie, becaufé.of the Relation they have: to: Chrift, 
who isa Foundation to his Church, as held forth in his own Doétrine, 
and other Foundations than Chrift fo held forth, can no man lay, 

Of fuch importance are thefe Sacred Princi les; that we find the 
Ancient. Chriftians. ufed to call them the Chriftian Catechifm., Chry- 
foftoms, Teftimony is this; That all these are fundamental | Articles 5 that 
w, that we ought to repent from dead Works, to be baptized into the Faith 
of Chrift, and be a se worthy of the Gift of the Spirit, who is given by im- 
pofition of Hands ; and we are to be taught the Myfteries of the RefurrePion 
and Eternal Fudgment. Thu Catechifm, faithhe, is perfef’. And indeed 
in the whole New we meet. not fuch an excellent 
Epitome of the ‘Chriftian Doctrine asin this place, which was written 
to this Mother-Church. 

_. "Fis true, we have’ fome mention of « Form of Dottrinte delivered to 
the Romans: And Timothy is commanded to hold faft the Form 
of found P¥ords, Which he had heard of St. Paul; Chrift is faid to be 
the Apoftle and High Prieft of our Profefiion,. the Author and Finithes 
of our Faith, we are willed to contend for the Faith once delivered to - 
the Saints. Butnone of thefé places do fhew us, asthe ‘Text under 
confideration, what this Ferm of Dottrine, this Form of found Words, this 
and this Faith was, in re{pect of the Compofition$ and Foun- 

of them ; nor can there any thing be affigned, that is & 
a omg ae Analogy or Rule of ‘Faith, as thefe Principles of Cate- 


"Tees had it been, f all Chriftian Churches had held fat this Ca- 
techi{m, no more had ever been compofed.; Unity in the Truth 
would have been. better maintained by this one, than by fo many as are 
now extant. And fure this being of. Divine Compofure and Authority, 
the of the Beginning of the Word of Chrift, - 
muft being’ but of Human Compofition. 
wit, the Principle Principe of this Church, let ws confidery 


Repentance from Dead Werks. 


| We are frit to confer. why Repentance is putin the: 

even before Faith; fure it is becaufenounrepenting Sinner: can have 

the Faith of Jutieation therefore this Of thé! Chriftian 
Faith. 
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by 


Faith of.Mankind)) to believe 


spelling the darknefs of Etrour and Unbelief ; b faith thi 
thier Hearts from an evs! Confeience, and their Canfidenee in God 


- which ave Arguments of true and lively Faith. Heb, 6. 10, 11. Heb. 


There is 1 
1$ 


wil . 

this Faith muft 

Mather-Church, com- 

it; which: it is tid, “They were pricked heart, and cried 
outyor Menand Brethren, what we. da? Agk. 2. 37. which 
panied with Godly Sorrow, and with Ameridment:of Life, 

than to be 

> Repent yo 


thefé things: Thar they gladly received the Word of the Golpel of their 
Salvation, AG 2. 40. 'To the illumination of theiy Souls, and the 


had ‘a great: Recompence of Reward, in the Love and Expectation of 
which, they willingly exdured a great Faghe of Affliftions, mbsift they weve 


a Gaxing-ftock, both by Reproaches, and fuffering the fpeiling of their Goods 
Companions with, and 


with jofulnes and were willingly 
paffionare rewards, thofe that were in Bonds for Rightcouinels fake, wo 
the Work: of God, -msinifring 20: the Saints, labouring Love: 
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wherein we: may be fare no new Dostrine: is: detivered 


dbut! the: fame ¢arroborged witich:they had reovived, (hall. find that 
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this Faith they:had 
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rae it been, if this Doétrine had been preached, and' Men brought to the 7 
Chiirch of Chrift? ‘The not to 
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9 
of Divinity; Chia in refpec of hisHumanity. Chap) 2. inr® 
fpect of Prieltly Office and with all other Offices to which 
‘wasappointed of God, in the refidue the: of 
cannot now particularly. 


Of Doftrine of Bapifin in this 


‘The Lord Chrift had fally the-Guides of this: 
the Doftrine of both by le ; thereby had 
informed them a three-fold Baprifin delivered by 
himfelf making the People Diipesby teaching then eogpepent abd be 
- lieve the Gofpel, and.thena g his Difciples to dip them ‘in: the 
River, in which refpeét ie is {aid that Jefiss made 
teed more Difciples. than Fobm; Mats 4.39. 2.'22- 
His own example being an unqueftionable Rule for the manner Bap 
tizing, he being Dipped of Fobn into Jordan, as the Greek, hath: it, Mark — 
and then coming up out of the Waser. And of this whole: Church ‘it is 
faid, their hearts were:fprinkled from anevil Confcience, and their Bo- 
dies wafhed with pure watet, For Baptifinal Water is therefore purer, 
becaufé it is Sanctibed: for our Religious - both by: the Pefn 
Chrift, and by the Word'of God, And of this Church, was firft requi« 4 
them it is alfo faid,- that they that gladly 
St. Peter, were baptized, 2. 38,40 
They. were alfo inftru&ted concerning che Bantifie of the Holy Spi 


and was particularly applied to them; and poured: upon then ind. the 


Tobe willing to be Baprized with for Cheilt and the Go- 
_ fpels-fake, they were alf taught by our blefled Saviour in his Difcourfe 
with, fome, of -his: DifCiples,' and ‘by: his own Sufferings, 
which, they were allo Heb. 10. 32. as all thar will | 
~ live Godly in Chrift. Jefis. muft-expe& the fame., And it would be.con-: 
fof Seeing, himfclf has made ic the sbird Principle? 
Rule call Sprinkling Baptizing? Dare they, 
as they act? Sante dare they fay, I fprinkle thee inthe Name of 
Would not their Confcience flié in’ their Face if they. 
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in that which they call their Baptifm ; God will furely 
fend the proudeft prevaricators in this cafe a Quowarrante for their pre- 


10 
e 
Of the Laying on of Hands in this Church. 


There are two great Bleffings belong to all true Chriftians, Remiffi. : 
on of fin, and the'Gift of the Holy Spirit; the firft is configned to then ‘ 
in Sacred Baptifm, the fecond in Prayer, with the laying on of Hands, °. 
in» which way this Morher-Church received this Bleffing, as is evident : 

\from the ennumeration and order of the Principles of her Catechifm, 
and alfo from this Teftimony, that great Grace was upon them all, Acts "| 

32.:as alfo in: that it is exprefly faid, that this Church continued 

ly in: the Apoftles Doétrine, a Principle whereof is Prayer with 
Eaying on of Hands; and from. this-Church this Doéctrine and Holy 
Praétice was carried by the Apoftles to Samaria, Acts 14. for it is not 

to be imagined they would there innovate, a practical principle, which 

had not firft been taught in the Church at Ferufalem. But God bear- 
this fervice of Prayer-and Laying on of Hands-at S.- 
with the fame Bleffing-of the Holy Spirit, fore-received at Fe- 
rujalem, confirms it as an acceptable and needful Service for all Churches: 

And accordingly it was received in the times next fucceeding the Apo- 

ftles days, as many witnefles teftifie, amongft whom Tertullian thus; 
Dehine manus imponitur, &c. After, Baptifm the Hand is impofed by Bleffing, 
calling andinviting the Holy Spirit, ‘Tune ille San&iffimus, &c. Then thar 

moft Eloly Spirit. moft willingly.defoends from the Father upon the Bodies which 

cleanfed { meaning in Baptifin } and bleffed. 


Of the Refarvettion of the Dead taught and believed in this Mother-Churche 


this where the Apoftle gave witnefs with great 
Power of the Refurvetiion of the Lord Fefus, ta Whole Refurrection a/fi:- 
vance, yea'very full-aflurance is given all men, that there fhall be a 
Refurvettion: of the Dead; of the and the Unjuft: It was here 
that, our Saviour fheiwcd himfelf ‘alive ‘after be had been dead, by. infalsble 
of bis Difviples forty days, converting with them of the 
. things concerning his and: Kingdom. was here that many dead Bo- 
Mies af the Saints did arife; and come out of their Graves, and went into Je-, 
tulalemyandappeared tomany, after Chrif was rifen, which wasa full proof, 
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Quick and Dead, Act. 10. 42. whic 
among the principles of Catechifm, Heb. 6.2. and called the eternal 


tr 
that the Reflirrection is of the fame numerical Bodies which are laid ih 
the Graves, difrobed only of mortality and all- imperfections. » And 


this is that RefiirreStion of the Dead here called a Principle of Chrift’s 
Doétrine, andof the Foundation of this Mother-Church. : 


‘Beat the Cure. 


Of the Evernal Fudgment Believed by this Church. 


It was to the Guides of this Church towhom our Saviour firft madé 


known this great priviledge, that they fhould fit on Thrones judging the 


twelve Tribes of Hrael, at that time when he fhould fie upon the Throne of 
his Glory, Mat.'19.28, who alf is inted of God to be the Fudge of 
eat Article is here recounted 


Judgment, not only for that it is the laft Judgment, but becaufé the ef 
fects’ of it thall be perpetual, the pains to be impoféd in this fentence 


‘of Judgment fhall be of eternal duration to all wicked men, who have 
contemned the Gofpel of their Salvation, and judged themfelves unworthy 
-of Eternal Life, even that Life which then fhall be given to Eternity, 


to all fuch as have held faft the beginning of their Confidence,and the hope of 
this their rejoycing [tedfaf? unto the end, Heb. 2. 14. As therefore the Tares 
are gathered and burnt in the fire; fo fall it be in the end of the World:The Son 
of Man fhall fend forth bis Angels, and they fhall gather out of bis Kingdom 
all things that offend, and them that do Iniquity: And fhall caft them into a 
Furnace of Fire; there fhall be wailing, and gnafhing of Teeth. Then fhall 
the Righteous fhine forth as the Sun in the Kingdom of their Father. Who 
hath ears to bear, let him hear. Matth. 1 2. 4.05 4.15 42,42. Lo the 
eternal Judgment taught by Chrift’s own Mouth, Jet all men be admo- 
nifhed to prepare for this Judgment, for the coming of the Lord draws. 


| Of the farther Order and manner of Worflip ufed'in this Mother-Church. 


This did efpecially confift in frequently aflembling themfelves toge- 


ther, to teach and preach Jefus Chrift, 4@: 5.42. or for the mini- 


ftring of the Word of God and ‘Prayers, 6. which we find 
no Liturgies, or Forms of, Prayer-devifed:or impoféd>by the Apoftles, 
but thefe Services were performed by the .aid of the Holy. Spirit, which 


as they were given for the work of the Miniftry, evident they” 
have a remanency inthe true Church tilt the whole be 
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1% | ‘Dear the Churcy: 
dnd it is this Bleffed Spirit which helps the Church to make Interceffion ac- 
cording to the will of God, Rom. 8.27. They were all very uent: 
at the Lord’s Table breaking the Sacred Bread, in- remembrance of the 
Lord Chrift, giving, thanks to God by him, Afs 2. 4.1, 47. nor need- 
ed: they any Ma/s-Book Or Common-Prayer-Bock, to direct them in either : 
Chrift’s own Inftitution of his Holy ‘Table, and the holy Prayer which 
he had taught his Difciples,with other Heavenly Rules contained in the 
Holy Sctiptures, was abundantly fufficient, and are fo ftill,. sceeaa 
Faithful Man ef God [and Minifter whom God and his Church ha 
‘called.to that Work] to furnifh him to every good werk, 
Tris alfo excceding plain thatthe Holy ‘Table of the Lord is here 
called the breaking of Bread. Aad therefore, 
and. Wine be the Body and Blood of Chrift, yet. they are, thefe, im fuch 
fort, as they are alfo the Bread of the Lord, and the Cup of the Lord | 
1,Cer, 11327. And forafttuch as the Apoftle here, and in the nex, 
ver, does exprefly call the fame things, by thefe different titles, +h, 
Body and the Blood: the Bread and the Cup: we muft of necefiity tak, 
him to fpeak: Figuratively in one of thefe, butiin the latter,to wit,Bread 
‘and the Cup, we have no Figure (fave that the Wine in the Cup is 
taken for the Cup,which is an ufual form of fpeaking;) and therefore of 
neceflity thefe Words, Body and Blood, muft be underftood to be my- 
Ktically, {piritually, or figuratively in the Bread and Wine, and not the 
Bread and ‘Wine to be myftically,. fpiritually, or figuratively, in the 
Body and Blood Of 
It is. alfo ‘as: certainthat the whole Church ( this: Aas 
2\:42;) did then-receive both the Bread and of the:Lord, as thar: 
any one-of them did\partake of both, the whole Service being exprefled : 
_ by a Synecdoche, a part for the whole, which yet will better appear, in 
that this Ordinance ought to be received by every Recipient, as he is 
a-Meémber of Chrift; not as he is a Minifter: "Fis true, as I ama Mi- 
nifter I difpenfe this Myftery, but Ireceive itas a Member, faith St. Pau! ; 
For YE being many, are one Bread,and one Body. For WE are all partakers of 
that one Bread. | 
__.. Ip! was unto this Church, or the Guides of it, unto whom our Bleffed- 
Saviour delivered that, Myftical Doétrine, -which offended fo many of his. 
Difciples,Fobn. 6:5 3.Verilj, verily,I fay unto you, Esecepe ye cat the Flefh of the: 


Son of Nan' and drink bis Blood, ye have no Life in you, which yet cannot be- 
Tightly underfteod of a cdrporal eating his Fleth, dad drinking hisBlood, 


Becaufe he exprefly {ays, Verily, verily, 1 fay unto Hotty He thas believeth on me y. 


though that Holy Bread | 
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tye Church. 
bath everlafting life, Verfe 4.7. And it is certain there were many, that did 
truly bélieveon him at that time,among whom S. Peter, and the reft that 
ftood by him, when fo many forfook him. Now theft things mult all be 
true. 1. That none of Chrift’s Diftiples had Life in them at that time, . 
but fuch as did eat the Fieth, and drink the Blood of Chrift. 2. That — 
S. Peter‘and the reft of the Faithful, had eternal: Life in them at that — 
time. 3. That the Lord’s Table: was not yet inftituted; And therefore 

thefe Premifés it ‘follows that our Saviour {peaks not here of his 


‘3 Difciples now eating and drinking his Flefh and Blood in the Lord’s 'Ta- 
ble, and. therefore cannot with any fhew of. Truth or Reafon, be un- | 
i derftood of eating his Flefh, and drinking his Blood carnally, or corpe— 


e rally, but {piritually, even. by believing in him. 

) d Of the feveral Orders of Miniftry in this Mother-Church, 

.. This Church was endowed with a three-fold Order of Miniftry ; 
1. Meffengers or Apoftles, whofe work ~was more efpecially to gather, 

conftitute, and take care for the Church in general. 2 whofe 

i work was efpecially to feed the Flock committed to them: in particular. 

i 3. Deacons, whofe work more cfpecially was to take care of'the Poor, 


and to diftribute the Alms of the. Church to the ends for which they 
were given, and confequently all Churches ought to maintain this Or- _ 


of Miniftry, unlef they can fhew that God has repealed this Miz 
f niftery, in part or in;whole. "Tis true, fome things were pertinent to. 
m the Apoftles here, which.were temporary and extraordinary, which _ 


Churches in after-Ages are not to expect ; but it alfO true that fome- 
things were ordinary, and fixed in that Office, for the continual ufé of 
if ‘the Church, and therefore to remain for ever viz. ‘Their care for alf. 
Churches, their travels.and labours to plant and-fettle new Churches, , 
their withftanding falfe Apoftles, as themfelves are true Apoftles. ‘Their 
authority to appeafe ftrife and contention which may arife among par- 
ticular Paftors and Churches,which things being demontftrated in oui Giri-- 
fliani{inus Primitivus (to which we refer). we fhall ‘not here enlarge. . 
dspart of the. Apoftolical Office, was conferred on: many in the: 
A, pivesdays,who were alfo entituled thie Angels. of the Churches, Rev. 2.154 
$c. which in Englifh, is, Meflenger of the Churches. Of this Order. 
was Fames the Lord’s Brother in this Church at Ferufglem, and fach: 
were Timothy, Titus, Sylvanus,Andronicus and Funia, with others. A Mi-. 
niftry as.needful as any, both for the unity of Churches, and the ma-- 
nagement of ‘the moft important affairs of the Gofpel ,both-in the 
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hear the Coury. 
and in the World; as experience may ‘convincé ‘men if nothing elf 
will do it. And here it were ealie to bring in the full Teft of the . 
_beft Antiquity, but this Letter will net bear it. 4 


| Of the Difcipline or Government of this’ Mother-Church. 


Jt, was unto ‘the Guides of this Cuhrch to whom our Bleffed Lord 
firft gave Rules for the Government of his Church, Mat. 18. whence 
we learn that in cafes of perfonal Trefpafles, and fins of Infrmity or 
Weaknef, all poffible Love, Patience and Son? emg be exerci- 
fed ‘by one Chriftian towards another, and the der, confe/fion 
of bis fault, forgiven, unto feventy times feven Offences: fo abundant- 
ly fhould Charity appear among the Members of Chrift. But it was 
alfo in this Church where wilfull Iniquity was punifhed with great fe- 
verity, as the Hypocrifie and Deceit of Ananias and Saphira; and the 
like feverity was fhewed againft Simon Magus for his Pride and Cove- 
 toufhefS, inafpiring to a Miniftry for which he was not qualified, and 
to which he was not called by Heaven’s Donation and due vocation from 
the Church, without which, woful experience hath taught the Chri- 
an Nations, that it is. in vain by Money, or for Mony to make Men 
Minifters in the Chriftian Church. me ” 
Hi}... In this Church wasyheld the firft and beft of General Councils, for 
fetling the Churches in peace, when troubles'did arifé among them- 
 telves, by meansof falfe ‘Teachers, &c. And becaufé the Churches in 


if all Ages and Nations, may have-perpetual nced of fuch’ helps, it thall 
3 not .be amifs that we confider the Quality and Authority of fiich Af 
| femblies, left otherwife we be abuféd by Ufurpation and Tyranny: 
it and. firft_of the occafion of the calling this prefent Affembly, 4&5 15. 
|. _. "This Aflembly was called upon the greateft occafion that ever was, 
1}. namely, the Repealing, or rather fhewing the Repeal, of many Di- 
f}|. Vine Ordinances, and freeing the Chriftian Church from their Obliga- be 
tion becaufé they were either fulfilled, or too burthenfome for his 
tg ‘Church, as indéed St. Peter avers,they were fo heavie, that neither they | 
1} — ‘nor.their Fathers were able to bear them; And the endeavours of this _ 
‘Council was fuccefsful to the removal of them, and the fettlement of 
theChurches in. the Faith; and tothe great encreafe of ‘their ‘number, 
|. Aéts 46. From whence we may fafely conclude, that if Mofes’s Ceremp- 
Which were from Heaven, were a hindrance to Peace and growth in 
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the Chriftian Church, much more muft all Ceremonies devifed, and im- 
pofed by Human Force and Power only,be an obftruétion to it. Let us 
therefore ftand faft in the Liberty wherewith Chrift hath made usfree,. 
and not be entangled in the Yoak of Bondage, whether of Legal, or . 
other devifed Ceremonies. | 
_ As for the quality of the perfons, of whom this Affembly did confift, 
‘tis plain they were Meffengers, Elders. and‘ Brethren, and thefé did all 
freely deliberate upon the matters in queftion, offering their Reafons 
€F contra; and the Dicifion was made, not by the interpofition 


of Power Apoftolical, but by the clear evidence of Truth and Reafon, to 


which they all agreed: ‘The Apoftles acting here as Grave Fathers, gi- — 
ving free Audience and. faithful Advice, to which when all agreed, the 
eonclufion was made in all their names, as appears, AGt 15.22,23- 
Then pleafed it the Apofties and Elders, with the whole Church, to fend chofen — 
men of their own Company to Antioch, and wrote Letters by them after this 
manner; The <Apoftles, Elders and Brethren fend greeting unto the- Bre- 
thren which are of the Gentiles, &c.~ From the fweet concord here, we 
fe all Churches fhould do well to conftirute their general Confifto~. 
ries of “fach, feeing fuch helps fhe may have ftill, in things ordinary 
to each Office, if fhe render not her felf unworthy of them. © 
_ Now for the quality and authority of the Decrees, made ‘by this,. 
or fucceeding Affemblies, the café is clear of it felf; ‘Thefe were’ 
fuch things as feemed good to the Holy Glioft, nor thar the Holy Ghoft’ 
now revealed them, but brought to remembrance what the Scriptures had 
faid concerning them, and partly by what before that time had been! 
fhewed unto St. Peter by a certain Vifion of God's accepting the Gen-’ 
tiles, though not cleanféd according to Legal Purification. And theres 
fore till the Holy Ghoft reverfé thofe Decrees, they are. to objige all’ © 
Churches to keep them inviolable.: And in this point (as indeed in all 
the reft) the Baptized Churchesin this Age do ftand»a witnefs againft: 
the: diforder and ‘difobedience of ‘moft of the Chriftian Nations im the’ 
World ; who make no Confcience of :abftaining’ from. Blood, &c. though 
they. know. the true Churches did Religioufly obferve thefe Decrees for: 
feveral hundreds‘of year's after. Tertulfian'tells us, The of Chriftix. 


is to abjtain fromiak Blood, and things Serangled; fo that it 1s not’ 


for themwhen they feed their Tables to meddle’ with the Brood of any Beaft. 
It is further fafely concluded from hence, that all decrees of Genex 
ralCouncils are far obliging only,as, the.things decreechareiproved: 
be true, and not becaufe they: are‘decreed in Council‘only for here 
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-<SePeter proves, that Churches are free from the obligation of Legal 
Ceremonies, becaufe they mear-4 Burthen too heavy to .be ban. 2. Becaufe 
apvepted shem: already without: them. And Fames'{the Angel of 
-#his Church}; proves er confirms the fame by rhe Scriptures, and thefe 
and Probations, fatished the Affenibly. .And it’s certain, 
“the by thefe decrees, were always forbidden, even to 
INeah and perpetual Generations, Gen. 9.125 &c.. Nor. does this Aflem- 
bly excommunicate or anathematize all that fhall doubt of the Neceffi- 
Determination, but very fiweetly tells the Brethren they 
wellto.comply with their. advice ; for they knew that every 
=. ‘Ciurch had Power to punifh offenders,and to them they feem to leave 
“@hatCare, and/not to take the Power of any -Church out of their 
“FAlands. as themanner of fomeis. 
the Cale of Infants, or whether they were 


Piety ? For feeing ‘Tradition fignifies a thing deli- 
when it is the, Perfon. or Perfons delivering 

ficha thing, Should be-known 6 be Perfons 
impowered 00 detiver fich a Tradition, 
before wecan with fafety receive ic. * 


Plantation and of this famor 
 »  iguneh, ‘or in tha excellent Epiftle, which wasa long time after written 
©. . Seg thempothere is n0t one Word to be found of Infant bei 
» “Rough toBapiin; and therefore we hold to the N of this 
excluded, yet is there no. for it from 
lage this, or the Gentile Churches. And becaufe it is 
and: thele.the moft. Learned too, -whom.the Pa- 
? ad 
38 no Sc for Infant- But that. it flands 


'Burhow then {hall Infants be faved if Baptifm belong fiot to them ? 
T anfwer, cout of the mouth of St. Peter, Vere By she grace of aur 
 Lotd Fefus Chrift they fhall be faved. And fare'a man might as wellask 
how Infants be faved without Faith and Repentance, feeing it is _ 
 daidy be that believeth not, Shalt be damned: and. except ye repent, ye fhall all 
_ perifo, Sc. And what anfwer could any wifé man make, fave this? the 
gyace of God fufficeth them, having Chrift’s éxprefs word for it, that 
_ to them belongs the ‘Kingdom of Heaven; and this he fpake to unbap- 
tized “Infants too, which is therefore {6 fatisfactory thar we need no 
other evidence. If any man fay the words which Sc. Perer fpdke in Coun- 
cil, 48s 15.11. are not meant of Infants,and therefore not pertinent 
to my purpofé. I fhall only delire him to confider, that thofé words 
fpoken, in oppofition to this pofition, That wushout Circumeifion, after ’ 
the ‘manner of Moles, the Gentiles could not be faved: Now weknow, it wat 
after the manner of Mofes to Circumcifé Infants, and therefore doubt- — 
thefé falfé Teachers did queftion the falvation of Infants dying with- 
Cireumeifion.” Therefore thefé words of St. Peter, which teaches 
that.by the Grace of our Lord Fefus Chrift borb Few and Gentile [hall be: 
their'clear extent to Intants as well as ‘to any other perfons 
whatfoever: ‘I fhall here only refer the Reader to what we havefarther 
‘written, ina reatife: upon ‘this enriculed, The Controverfie a 
bout Infant-Church-Member-fhip and Baptifin cpitamixed, 


OF the Reverence due to Saints, Angels, and to the Bleffed Virgin in particu 
tothe ufiige of this Macher-Church 
was in this Chorch where the Holy Virgin, Mother of our Lord, - 
had her Génverfation and Socicty,being with that féle& Company, con- 
fifting of an hundred and twenty names, 1. 15. among whom 
this moft blefled. Woman is.exprefly named, and by whofe Prefence. 
i 86=—-s this: Mother-Church was honoured above allothers, And here is the laft 
mention that.is made of her in the holy Scriptures) And this: honou- 
rable mention of. her by name, and as the Mother of our Lord, ( which 
_ doubtle&S calls for great Reverence m the hearts of all God's People)is all 
the honour that the Word of God does hefe ¢onfer upon her. ‘This 
Church makes no ‘Prayers toher, nor to Chriftin her name, 'nortaughs 
| the-funceeding Churchestodo fo ; yet-furely fhe was the greatelt Saint 
that ever was ; and df we have no ground from any direGtion, nor Prefi- 
=. dent in the Scriprure to perform fiich Devotion to Her, we cannot with, 
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18 Dem tye 

any fhew of Reafon, or pretence of Truth, do it to any other Crea- 

true, Saint or Angel, whatfoever. : | 

~” And it is remarkable, that though this Church had occafion to make | 

exprefs. mention of David in their Prayers, A&s 4. 25. yet do they not 

uife his Interceffion at all: Byt this Honour they give to Jefus Chrift, 

that through his Name fuch things might be done, as might confirm the 

Truth againft all Oppoférs: Nor does the Holy Ghoft give any notice 
of the Worfhipping of Angels, Saints, nor the Holy Virgin in particular, f 
in that Sacred Epiftle, which was fent to this Church atter the death of 
Bleffed Mary, the Mother of Fefus ; {0 that this Mother-Church feems alto- 
gether unacquainted with fuch Devotions: And much more may we 
affure our felves, they paid no fiich Devotion to the Images of thefe, 
or.of any of them. If any affirm the contrary, we anfwer them in 

_ the words of Ferom, Non Credimus quia non Legimus. And with Apolli- 
narius, we dare add'nothing to the perfett words of the New Teftament, 
whereto nothing may be added: and wherefrom nothing may be taken away, 
by him that will lead alife agreeable to the Gofpel. Eufeb. Hilt. 1. ¢.c. 14. 
Thus Brethren I have for your fakes ( as well as others) taken a. 
frefh view of the State of this moft. Primitive Church, to whofé holy 

+, pattern, through the Grace. of God, you have diligently laboured to 
conform your fouls, her, Principles-are yours, her Government in good 
meafure is yours, if in any thing any of them be otherwife minded, 
my héarts defire is, that God would fpeedily reveal even the fame unto - 
you, and then itis to be hoped that. all well difpoféd, will in time fee 
themfélves concerned to adhere to the truth of your Principles, in the 
very Order wherein you maintain them. ” 
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the Church 
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All the Baptized in gland to 
Stedfaftnefs in their Hol under various 


and great Afflitions. 
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‘The Second PA RT. 


BRETHREN, 
S it hath pleafed God to sane you many yeats with various 
Tryals and Afflictions, for your Faithfulnefs to the Chriftian 
Religion (in refpect of the Reftoration of it to its ancient Pu- 
_ «rity) both in the Form and Power of it, wherein you have 
laboured Ge and “have not fainted, but,.by the Grace of God, 
have -attained:to fome degree in that behalf, above what hath, as yet, 
been attained by the generality of your Country-men, for which you 
oWe the greateft Thankfulnefs to Almighty God. . And having (as J 
verily believe) laid,a right Foundation for a true)Church-State, 
are indifpenfibly obliged to go on unto perfection, as the firft Churches, 
which ‘were. built upon the F were required. 
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20 Pear the Church. 
- In. which Holy Profeffion, being by the Grace of God, one witli: 
you, and alf called to the Miniltry.and-Office of a Meflenger of | 

| your Churches [which I mention, becaufe it is the moft defpifed Office 
Hi among{t all Chriftians, as: it feems to have been in the Apoftles days. 

| I Cor. 4. 9s] do hold it my Duty, at this time, to.endeavour to- 
ffrengthen you (if.what Lmay).in yous Holy Profeffion.; as al to call 
as have beenfhaken in mind by the violence of thofé Temp- 
tations which have Befallenthem in common with their Brethren. 

For as it is‘a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God, 
(as thofé undoubtedly fhall, who draw back from the Truth they have 
ence embraced unto Perdition) fol am very confident, that for any to 
fall fromthe Truth, as it is profefled by the Baptized Churches, is the: 
meftdangerous of all other, they being indeed the neareft to the Truth, 
m.the Priftine. Order and Simplicity of it; of all forts of Perfons, who 

awn the Honorable Appellation of Chriftian. For, 

- What fort.of Chriftians can with any Confidence look upon, or bring 
themfelves clofe-to the Rules of St.Pau/s Catechifm, 

_* The Principles of * Heb, 6. 1, 2. (as the Antients ufed. to call it) 
Dottrine of Chriff, the Baptized Churches? To fay. nothi 
Repentance,Faith,Du- ay. ng. 
Grine of Baptifins,Lay- Of others, can they of the prefent Roman Catho- 
lagonof Hands, Re- JicksChurch, in. any wife fquare themfelves, or 


fiisrettionofthe Dead, juftifie their prefént Church-State by the Rule 
Eternal Judgment. 


ee of thofé Sacred Principles, in the fimplicity of 
— No,  thefe Principles of Chrif’s DoStrine, 
der of thefe Princi: wil m.no-wile: be concordant. with. the Care- 
Biles, becomes a Foun- chiffirof the prefent Roman Church, feeing a Do-- 
Stor of thieir own hath told us, that if the Scri- 
Principles here ptures mult be our Rule, Ge. they all eres 
called the Foundation: ‘the Cudgels to the Anabaptifts:; which is a plain 
alfo.. | giving up the Victory tothe Baptized Churches, 
a etter’ Form: of Doétrine can be affign-- 
ed’ than this is, which: will never bei Yea, fo prefling is this- place - 
from the true Inftitution of the Antient Chriftian Religion, tliat the: 
Ritemilts feem tobe under no finall difficulty how to exprefs-themfelves 
adout it ; Forthiss*they fpeak upon the ‘Text, Heb. 6. 1,2. We fee 
by Clay they) whar the firft- ground? of Chriftian Inftitution, or Catechifin, 
were tu the. Primitive Church; and that there was ever a-neceffary Inftruttion 
and: Belief of certain. Points, bad by Word of mouth and‘Tradition, before men: 
carpe to the.Scriptures, which could nat wreak of things fo particularly as 


requifite. 
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reguifite for the tearhing of all neceffary Grounds. Among thefe Points were 
the twelve Articles contained in the Apoftles Creed; The Doéirine of 
Renance before Baptifm, the Manner and Neceffity of Baptifm ; the Sacra- 
ment of Impifition of Hands afier Baptifm, called Confirmation ; the Articles 
of the Refurretiony. Fudgmme, and fuch like: witkout which things firft laid, 
if one floould be fene co pick bis Faith out of the Scriptures,.there would be 
mad Ryle quick! Ji 

1+. It’s highly obférvable from. hence; that the firft Grounds ant 
Principles of our Churches (which indeed are no other than what men 
read, Heb. 6.1, 2.) are openly acknowledged, by our moft Potent Op- 


iggy to be the fame which were in the Primitive Church, received - 


the firft Grounds and Jnftitutions of Chriftianity, or Chriftian Inftitution 
and Catechi{m. That inthe Primitime Church, thefe- Grounds were 
held in the very Order now obferved by the Baptized Churches ; par- 
ticularly, Repentance before Baptifm, and Impofition of Hands after Bap- 
tifm. Sure this is a full Teftimony, that the*Inftitution of the Bap- 
tized Churches (now wrongfully: called Anabaptifts) and theirs only, is. 
- truly Apoftolical.. Whilft all the Pedabaptifts in the. World (among: 
whom, the Papifts) have quite fubverted this Order,. giving their fup- 


pofed Baptifm before Repentance, and that unto Perfons that are not. - | 


capable of Repentance. 

2. They tellus there was a noceffary Inftruétion and. Belief of - certains 
Points had by Word of Mouth and Tradition, before men came to the Scri- 
pture. Admit this to be fo, in refpecb of fuch parts of the Holy Scri- 
-ptures-as were then unwritten, when. the. Apoftles firft. preached the- 
Gofpel’;, yet- it is certainly falfé, in refpe&t of fuch Books of Scripture. 
as were then. in-being ;. for it’s evident-that our Blefled Saviour. pro-- 
pounded the Text of Scripture, Luke 4. 17, 18, 19. and thence preach-- 
ed to the People, and commanded his Hearers to fearch the. Seri. 
ptures, Foln 5.19. He did not fend his Hearers to Tradition, .as. the: 
Papifts do. 

The great Apoftle of the Jews, St. Peter, even then when he was. 

filled: with: the Holy Ghoft, 2. 17. preached from,. and notably. 
confirms his Doétrine by the Scriptures, 44. 2. not oY ‘Tradition.- 
And Philip, A&s 8.25. bes 

read, and preached to him Jefus, without making any ule of Tradition. . 
Apollo being mighty in the Scripture (noc in Tradition) convinced. the: 
Fews, fhewing (not by Tradition) but by the Seripeuress that Fefus is: the- 
Chrift.. So.did.the great Apoftle of the Gentiles, St. Paul, 
Wading. 


gan.at the fame Seripture which the Eunuch ~ 


4 


tired by the Papifts, or others. 


the rhe Papifts, with refpect to the two 


diftinet Column by it felf, ‘the better'to difcern their Difparity. 


Hear the Church. 


 Perfivading men concerning Fefius, out of the Law and the Prophets (not out 
from to and the beft fort of St. Pauls 
Hearers, fearched the Scriptures dai ly{ not Tradition) to fee whether the things 


|  fpoken by Bim were fo. 


9, Norcanithe-Papifts tell us what one Point of Neceffary Inftruttion 

_ Or Belief wasdelivered by Word of Mouth, which is not now contain- | 
ed in the Holy Scripture ; if, otherwifé, let them aflign fome sece/Jary 
Point of Faith or Ynftruttion, fach, as without which, we cannot know 
dnd ferve God ‘truly and fully, and be faved eternally, which is not 


did Doétritis, which have any tendency to weaken or invalidate the 
Authority’ and Sufficiency ‘of Scriptures, which. the Apoftle avers 


* “to be of that fuifficiency (even before all the Books of Sacred Scriptures 


were extant) a3 to fir'nifh the Man of God throughly to every good Work, 
And then certainly, he who is in all Points of Faithand Inftruction, a— 


_ food Chriftidn, according to the Do€trine'contained in the Holy Scri- 


[rata will be out of the “reach of any juft reprehenfion, though he 
w nothing of the unwrittén Tradition, much pretended and ad- 


Being thus fecured in your Principles, from the very conceffion of — 
your Enemies, and by the Authority of the-beft and moft Sacred An-— 
tiquity, even the Holy Scriptures, you have no cauféto fear the moft 
‘Gmpertant difhiculries, wherewith poffibly we may be tried‘in thefe 

days. ‘And that Wwe may the better f€e the cafe ftands between 
Ordinances 
“vot Chrift, t Wit, Holy Bzptifm, and the Holy Table of our Lord 
Chrift; we will here take’ a View of the one, and of the other, 


q 


\ 


-eontained in the Holy Sériptures. But as'this will hardly be attempted; 
- fo let me exhort'you, Brethrén, to beware of all manner of Principles _ 
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Pear toe Cutten, 


The Mave 0 of B 
apti- 


lievers. COM- 


or 
Song being’ attired - 
ely Raiment, not 
| erent from. the 
relbof his Brethren, firft, 
Mark I 6..Preaches the Gofpel every 
35. Creature. that. is. capable 


“and willing to hear, and :again,’ 


Rom. 10. when by bearing they have 
17, received Faith, Mini- 
fter explains the Doétrine 
“of Repentance from dead 
“Works, and.of Faith to- 
“wards God, for the fir- 


ther Tilumination of the 

Diftiples underftanding, in 

the ‘knowledge of. the only 
3 true God, ana our Lord Fe- 
ChrifB, that” they may 


‘obtain Eternal 
Manifter) does o- 
ae 2.. tlic’ Degtrine of Re- 
pentance:in three parts ef: 

pecially ic: conlifts 


of ‘the finfulnefs 


called Ana- 


mong the Papifts, common= 
ly called Roman Catholick?s 
jules out of the Roman 
Riitualjby a Learned Hand 
tranflated into Englith. 


many Pre. 
A {criptions; the Prieft being 


not ‘drefledinsa Robe, calls the 
Infant to be Baptized by his N ame, 
‘and faith, What askef? thou of the 


Church, God? the God-fathers 


‘anfwer,- Faith, Fhe Prieft' faith 


‘What: fhalt’ thou. get by 
Faith ? ‘The God-father 
‘Brernal «Then adds. the - 
Prieft, If therefore thou wilt enter 
into Lift, keep the “Commandments : - 
Thou Seals the Lord thy God 


all thy Heart, and 


thy Self, 

gentle Puffs upon the Infants Face, 
and faith, Go out him’ thoa unclean 
Spirst, and give’ place’ to the Holy 


~~ Ghoft, the Comforter: ‘Then >with 


his Thumb he makes ‘the Sign of 


the Croff'on the Infants.Forehead 
“and Breatt, faying, Receive the Sign 


of the Crofi, borh in thy Forehead and 


thy Heart Take tht’ Faith” of the 


Heavenly Precept: thy Manners 


The Manner. of Baptifin 
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Baptift. 


In true Sorrow 
committed, eff 


Te mighty forfa- 


42. king the Converfation of 
3 fin, and to walk reghteot/ly, 
foberly, and godly in this pre- 
Sent Life. 
The DoStrine of Faith 
is explained 
Mar. 28. the Object, in reff 


19, 20.the God-head , Fa-. 


ther, the Son, ‘and the 
Holy Ghoft,. into. whofe 
Name the Party isto be 


‘baptized, and 
1 Cor.2, concerning Chrift cru 


2. ed, buried, and rilen a- 
ri and therewith is 
ed, that in Baptifin 


Rom. 6. Wwe are to die unto Sin, -to 


be buried with him in 
Baptifm, to rife to. a Ho- 
Ty'Lite, and to put on 
e Lord Jefus Chritt in 
Job.2.3,. Baptifin, as to be born 
mY of Water and of the 
‘§-2.6,Spirit through the Word. 
The Minilter does o- 
onda to the Party to be 
Crrine 0 mS, . 01 
That of Water, which is 
the Baptifin of Repen- 


Mat, 28, tance for the Remiffion 


Power 


Pear the Church. 


Papi. 


Sich as thou.mayft now become the Tem- 
ple of God, 

Then follows a Prayer, shat 
God would always prote&t this his 
Elet one (calling hime by his Name) 
that is figned with the Sign of the Crofs. 

Then Yaying his Hand upon the 
Child’s Head, he comes tothe Be- 
nediction of Salt, of which this is 
the Form. 

_ I exorcife or conyire thee, O thou 
Creatuxe of Salt, in the Name of 


Ged the Father Almighty: PIs, in the 
Name of our Lord Fefus Chrif? 


in the Power of the Holy Ghoft PIS, I 
conjure thee by the living God 4, By 
the true God By the Holy God 
By the God ae which created thee far 
the fafeguard of Mankind, and hath 
ordained that thou fhouldft be confe- 
crated by his Servants to the People, 
entering into the Faith, that in the 
Name of the Holy Trinity, thou 
Jhouldft be made a wholefome 
ment for the driving away the Ene- 
my. Moreover, we pray thee, O Lord 
our God, that in fantlifying, thou 
would? fankifie this Creature of 
Salt, and in blefing, thou wouldg 
blefi it PRA, that it may be to all that 
recesve st, a perfect Medicine, remain- 
ing in their Bowels, in she Name of 
the fame Fefus Chrift our Lord, wbo 
to come to judge the Quick and 
the Dead, and the World by Fire, Amen, 
| Then 
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Mar.r.8, Power by.which it is com- 
38. manded, the extent of it, to 
AG. 2, every repenting Sinner ; 
28.. end of itto beaPled 
Ait. 22, the walhing away fin, 
16. and to give us admiffion 
Rom.< 2. into the Church of Chrift, 
13. draw near to God in 


Heb,10. Prayer, with full f 


rance, having the Heart 
fprinkled from an evil 


22. 


Confcience, by Faith in 


the Blood of Chrift, and 
our Bodies wafhed with 
pure Water, cven the 
Water of the Baptifmal 
sander 
in egeneration 

we That of the Holy 
Spirit, the Promifé of the 


Ai. tg. on of Hands, with Pray- 
ers, as the Means ap- 


Spr 


through Faith -in the 
Word of Promife. _ 


Mat.20. 3. The Baptifm of Af- 
22,23. flition ig alfo opened, 


that the Sufferings of 
Chrift (called by 


“the fame Fefus Chrift our Lord. 


the Child, and brings 
A&s 2. Spirit being made to ail 


Aa. 8. Cheilts 


25 


Papift. 


Then the Prieft putting a little 
of . the Holy Salt into the Child’s 
Mouth, faith, Take thou she Sale of 
Wifdom, be st shy Propitiation unte 
Eternal Life. Amen. 
_-Now follows another Exorcifmg 
of the Devil, wherein he is con- 


then the Prieft 
oe Infant again with his 

bon the: faying, 
And thy Sign of the Holy 4s which 
we give to bis Forehead, thon curfed 
Dewsl, mever dare. thou to violate, by 


Amen. 
Thenthe Prieft puts his Hand 
on the Infants Head, and makes a 


Prayer in order to his Baptifm, 


then of ‘this Robe upon 
Bild, ‘and him within 


PE 


= 
38. - that our Lord doth calland to the Temple of God, that thou maif? 
| therewith doth explain partake with Chrift in Eternal Lifes 
Amen, ‘Then follows the Apoftles 
Creed, and the Pater-Nofter, ec. 
Then follows another Exorcifing 
or Conjuration of the Devil. 
Then the Prieft takes Spittle | 
is ‘Mouth, and touches ° 
he Ears and Noftrils of 
open- 
ning his Noftrils, he 
Sweet ing Savour. 
; Be ing, O De~ 


Baptift. 


fin: true for 


{m committed, 


uinft Almigh 
‘Tit. The neceffity of forfa- 


42. king the of 
rig and to walk righteou/ly, 
Soberly, and godly in this pre- 
Sent Life. 
The Dotrine of Faith 
is explained concernin 
Object, in reff of 


Mat. 28. the 


39, 20.the God-head , the Fa-. 


ther, the Son, and the 

‘Holy Ghoft,. into. whofe 
Name the Party isto be 

‘baptized, and efpeciall 


Cor.2, concerning Chrift cruci 
2. ed, buried, and rilen a- 
ria and therewith is 
ed, that in Baptifin 
Rom. 6. we are to die unto Sin, to 


4- __ be buried with him in 


_ Baptifm, to rife to a Ho- 
ly'Life, and {0 to put on 
Lord Jefus Chritt in 
Baptifm, as to be born 
 %, of Water and of the 
Eph. -§.2.6,0pirit through the Word. 
The Miniter does o- 
pea | to the Party to be 
ptized, the whole Do- 
Ctrine of Baptifins ;. Firft, 
_. Thatof Water, which is 
the Baptifin of Repen- 
Mat, 28, tance ior the Remiffion 
18... OF fins, in refpett of the 


Power 


the 


Papijt. 


Sich as thoumayft now become the Tem- 
ple of God. 

Then follows a Prayer, that 
God would always piel this his 
Ele& one (calling him by his Name) 
that is figned out the Sign of the Crofs. 

Then Yaying his Hand upon the 
Child’s Head, he comes tothe Be- 
nediction of Salt, of which this is 
the Form. 

_ I exorcife or conjure thee, O thou 
Creatuxe of Salt, in. the Name of 
Ged the Father Almighty >, in the 
Name of our Lord Fefus Chrift PRa,and 
gn the Power of the Holy Ghost ae "ote 
conjure thee by the living God ae By 
the true God PE4,By the Holy God >I, 
By the God ®t, which created thee far 
the fafeguard of Mankind, and hath 
ordained that thou flouldft be confe- 
crated by his Servants to the People, 
entering anto the Faith, that in the 
Name of the Holy Trinity, thou 
fhouldft be made a wholefome Sacra- 
ment for the driving away the Ene- 
my. Moreover, we pray thee, O Lord 
our God, that in fantlifying, thou 
would fantiifie PIA, this Creature of 
Salt, and. in bleffing, thou wouldy, 
blefi it Py that it may be to all that 
recesve st, a perfet! Medicine, remain- 
ing in their Bowels, in the Name. f 
the fame Fefus Chrift our Lord, who % 
about to come to judge the Quick and 
the Dead, and the World by Fire. Amen, 
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Mar.r.8, Power by which is com- 
manded , the extent of it, to 
Ag. 2, every repenting Sinner ; the 
end of itto bea Pledge of 
A&. 22, the walhing away 
16. andto give us admiffion 
Rom.x 2. into the Church of Chrift, 
13. 0 draw near to God in 
Heb,19. Prayer, with full aff 
having the Heart 

fprinkled from an evil 


Confcience, by Faith in 


the Blood of Chrift, and 
our Bodies wafhed with 
pure Water, even the 


Covenant,called 


Bear the 


*the fame Fefus 


Water of the Baptifmal — 


25 


Papift. 


Then the Prieft putting a little 
of . the Holy Salt into the Child’s 
Mouth, faith, Take thou the Sale of 
Wifdom, be st thy Propitiation unte 
Eternal Life. Amen. 

Now follows another Exorcifmg 
of the Devil, wherein he is con- 


jared as before, then the Prieft 


a Infant again with his 
And thy Sign of the Holy 4 which 
we give to bis Forehead, thon curfed 
Devil, never dare. thou to violate, by 


Chri? our Lord. 
Amen. 
Thenthe Prieft puts his Hand 
on the Infants Head, and makes a 
ing of Kegeneration. rayer in order to his Baptifin, 
a. That of the Holy then puts part of his Robe upon 
Spirit, the Promife of the the Child, and brings him within 
A&s 2. Spirit being made to ail the Church, faying, Enter thou in- 
38.  - that our Lord doth calland to the Temple of God, that thou masft 
| therewith doth explain partake with Clhrift in Eternal Life. 
the fourth Principle of dmen. Then follows the Apoftles 
A&. 8. Chrif’s Doctrine, Laying Creed, and the Pater-Nofter, &c. 
Att. 1.9. on of Hands, with Pray- Then follows another Exorcifing 
_ ers, as the Means ap- or Conpuration of the Devil. 
pointed of God to obtain Then the Prieft takes Spittle | 
Gal. 3. Promife the Spirit therewith the Ears and Noftrils of 
‘in the the Infante; when he toucheth is 
Word of Promife. Ears, he faith, 
Mat.20. 3. The Baptifmof Af- ed; and touching his Noftrils, he 
22,23. is alfo opened, faith, for 
that the Another Conjuration f in 
Chrift (called by hi Be packing, De- 
eal, 


prt 


4 


ony 


be: 

“feared, but patiencly “en 
the Sumbef she Dobtrine af 
taught by ‘che 
Bapuzed’ Churches. 
Phe sthand 6th Prin- 


irs iad 


5: are likewilt “particularly 


vel Refartedtion of the Dead, 


the 


of Chriff’s be- 


Dead, as the 
that: she! Dead 


and. the erernabjudemenit, 
which every tan thal 


tb tne 


Nene wodt whether of balk 
Bo ab whieh the Pary 


‘and 
ie 
ito the .. 


: 


cciplegok Doctrine, ing’ 


railed: \Rodily. \ froin’ 


t 
- 
| 


wh or the of God is ab Biwi. 


Then’ the Prieft asks the In- . 


“fans, whether hie’ renounces the 


all Wis‘ Works, and. ‘all 


his in'thitee’ queftiors and 


God-fatbers ' diftingtly 
fo them. ‘Then the dips his 
"Thumb ‘in holy 


the with Breaft 
and? betwixt: his! Shodlders m 
figuréof 


withthe Oy f ‘Saloation in 


erernal-Lifé: “Amen. 
the>Prieft 
Puilple Robe, atid 
White; thirée 
ons. out GF the Creed, ‘arid receives. 
‘the God-fathers anfwers, then asks 
this: the’ ‘Infant will 


\ Godfartiers ‘ankwets*to® that, Fe. 


the Child-s. 


Chry fa or 
aly 


Oyl; and anoynt- 


paring: Tanoynt thee. 


‘puts off 
puts’on another 


the 


it Which dipping: | 


his‘ Thumb afid andiriting the 


on the Crown the 


m the OF He thus 


prayeth God Omnipoten 


‘Wath thee OF Waser and 


‘oe Re 
i 
i” 
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ze 
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. Supplication to Almighty thee with the Clrzfn of Salvation, : in 4 
God, £0 zeceive the the Naine of Ghrift Felis morLord; so 
and fanétihe his ownOr- And next after follows the Pas. 
dinance to fiim. And then #ibi, and wiping of his Thumb 
@ the Party to be Baptized, and the anointed Head, he takes 
being cloathed with con- white linen Cloathy\and putting it q 
venient for de- on the Childs Head ufeth this q 
cency, he is had to Form, the, white Garment, 
: i. Water, where, callin: which tho mayft carry be~- 
Nameof the fare'the TWibinal of oar Lord’ Fefus 
Helix dippedinto the Ri- Chrij?, thas’ majff ‘bave “Bhernal 
23. \wenor Water, by.the Mi- . Life. . Amen. a 
the of ‘the And laftly, he puts a lighted 
£ of the Candle Child sor God- 
as wm .cyery. thing; burning Lamp,:and keep. thy Bap. 
Q- are,40. give tlm keep God's Com= q 
thanks, fo. this. whole Ser--  mandments,. thet when. the. Lord 
30 |.with Shall the, Wedding, thou 
this eftett, That all with, ‘Ge in ond the herd 
out.of sheir finful and:-Ceremonies added, Be 
to. them let thele fufiice at prefente; 
pleafe him them to perlevere.to the end, 
Nor.do we put any Vow, any 
Perfo, fave .only. what; the ‘theBaptifmal 
 Covenancat {elf does.in is slang with it, 
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| 
thus: compared red, with the fappofed: Ba 
muft needs feem more lovely, 


The manner of the Baptized 
Churches in Celebrating 


Lard. 


4842.6. Prayer, commonly to- 
wards the Evening; and 
ordinarily upon the Lords 

Day, ‘Table | is’ de- 
gently prepared, and: the 
‘Bread and Wine fet up- 


or or El 


The Méffenger 

der. does: excite Peo- 

to due’'Humility, and 
Revereneé im» their 2 

cis roaching’-te the Holy 

Table bord fhew~ 


‘the Holy Table. of 1 the 


nd Priéfts only drinking of «it ; 


Hear the Churcts 
Now Brethren, as it is an Obfervation, that White being compared 


with Black doth4eem more white; fo the true Baptifm “aceording to the 
ioufly reftored in the 


ick part among you) being” 
‘of the Roman Church,. 


and the: wretchedhefs of their devifed. 
Fables: become more manifeft to all men. Let us now fee whether they 


Papift. 


The manner of the 
of the Bread and Cup in the: 
from Dr. Willit 


fay here of ‘the 
Church, denying to. 
give: the: Cup to the People the 
of the-Prieft only partakin "of the: 
Bread ard Gupta divers their: 
Maffes, the Péople only look: 

on? neither’ of Adération of 
the Elements of Bread and Wine 
mtheféwords, -I Worfhip thee, I 
Glorifie thee I°-Praife thee. Nor 
that Paflapein the-Commu- 
niot “of . the Worfhip. 


phe! Sign? of the Crefi, which are 
| thing: too large to be’ diftourfed in 


4 Letter’; It‘ fhall futhce to fer 
down “oF their. Cele- 


- bration: 
Siig the 


by and: upon 


Ai 1s Sane) ‘unknown. 


Tohgue, which the le undes-- 
2. The: 


‘which. 4c, was | 


palin 
fa 
a 
= 
| HE | iO; 
T Congregation 
ing met 
a ving {pent part 
ve = 
or « 
4 
ve. 
bs 
| 
of 
a¢ 
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for a perpetua 


‘The great Ufe and My- 

ftical fagnihcation of it, 

as Chrift is-evidently fer 
forth in. his Crucifixion, 
Gul, 3. or bitter Death upon the 
83. Crofs, as the alone Sacri- 
once offered for the 
Sins of Men, and that 

there isno more Offering 


Heb. 10. for Sin, but the Offering lo 


up ob Chrift once for all. 
Themhe putteth. them 


Then raking 
upon God the Media- 
1 Gr. tion of Jefus Chrift,for a 
Blefing upon thiBread, 
that holy ufe for which 
was ordained by Chrift, 

and «that. by Faith, all 
that are to partake of that 

Bread,. thereby may 
6. upon the Body, of Chrift, 


| which ss the true Bread, 


Hear Che Church. 


[ Miniltry 
the @hiirch of God.. 


he lifteth up*his 


the 


boweth his: Body, rifing-up, hie: 


a. Tlie Benedicamus Domino, 3s 
fang ten times together, and Ire 
Miffa oft is fang thirteen times, 
with long’ and tedious Notes. 

3. The Priel is.to fay divers 
Prayers privately to him@le 


4 He is taughe by the Rubrick: 


to make thirty feveral Crofles upon’ 


his ferehead.. . 
Their Geftures areas fol- 
weth, 
_. The Prieft boweth. his Body,. 
and lifting up-himfelf, kiffeth the 
Altar on the . right Gide; then he 
boweth.again, and looketh to- 
ward the Hoff [that is she Bread },- 
he. joyneth his. hands,. wipeth his: 
fingers,lifteth up the Hoflt,. then: 
eyes, and: boweth 
himnfelf,. and lifteth up his eyes 
agdia, he boweth again, and lift- 


‘eth. up) the Holt. above his 
head ; then he uncovereth the Cup, 


and holderlr it between. his harids;. 


keeping his-thumb.and his_ finger. 
together,, 
Then he boweth: and lifteth, 


the Cup-aliule, then.to his Breait,. 


or his Head. He ferteth ir 


peth his- fingers; 


down again and wi 
eth his. Arins a-crofs.. 


then he fpread 


kifleth the Altar an. the: right, fide... 
He: fmniteth-his .Breaft ;- uncovering: 


4, 


the Bread, thé Cup,, the | 


tiOns,:inegeflary on their | 
partto-thie due Reception 
of that Dwine Ordi- 
nance, withous which 
they: will come. together 
for thé worfejand not for | 
| | 


Baptift. 

‘Their he breaketh the 
Bread, pronouncing the 
words of Chrift, This is 
niy Body, Be. willeth.the 
People to receive it in re- 
6... membrance of Chrift, and 
as fhewing forth the Death 
lof Chrift till he come the 
~fecond time without fin 

to Salvation. 


the Cup, after the 


People have reveived the 


Bread, and with ‘Prayer 
fuiitable to that great My- 

Mery, it being fanctifed, 
he ‘poureth ‘of the 
of Chrift, - Cp 
New Teflament in my 
Blood, Se.’ partakes of it 
(as"he did alforof 
Bread) arid givesitto 
Deacdns to'Commi- 
to‘all the Congre- 
drink 


hortation is 
wT 316, People aindet 
Merey of God inthe gift 
mi 


his Son: dye for us, . 


Heart the Church. 


him ‘the Paten, 


‘In like “manner he 


‘Altar, the’ {ub-Deacon 


ive to the 
orlidera- 


Papift. 
the Hoft bBeyorttl the Cup, twice, 
on each fide under the pap and 
before it, 
Then he layeth his hands upon 
the Altar, the Deacon reaching 


he putteth it to his 
right eye, then to his left, he ma- 
keth a Crofs beyond his head with 
it, he kiffeth it and layeth it down. 

Then he breaketh the Hoft in 
three, holding two in his 
left hand and’one in his‘right over 
the:Cup, »which ‘with: 2 Cros he 


-detteth fallinto ic.’ 


he kiffeth the 
the Déason taketh the Pax from - 
the (Priefty piveth::ic: to the fub- 
"Deacomandhe'to the Quire. Then 
hie himfelfphe taketh 
‘the Body, ‘and then the Blood, fo 
the goeth'to ‘the right horn of the 
in 
Wine, ‘and. ithe: Prieft rinfeth the 
and wafheth:his hands turn- 


himfelf co. the People.» 


comet 


tothe Altar, . and 


bowing his bod sand clo- 
ands 


rifeth again, making the 
of the and bowing a- 


live Exer- 


with-hina all is concluded with Prayere 10 abe Lord for al 


26: his 'Bleffings,in’the moft jo 


exprels them, and 


yful tanner! that the Minifter is‘ablc 
then ufvally\fomething is given to the Poor, 

as every mans ‘heart’ maketh him willing, being not con{trained 
bur asthe love of Chrift conirainth him. - 
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great Eminency and Authority are deeply radicated. and very, expert 


Dettors, is the only infallible Fudge to determine all Controverfies in. matters 
Of Faith and Religion. 


that fhall arife, elpecially in.the Chriftian Church, aud fince the holy Scr» 


 Subftirure id ro St. Pau!) Haft thou Appealed.to’'God, {peaks in 


‘Church of Chrift? for it f&ems then the muft: unreafonable thing in ‘the 


proot_or. demonitrarion that fhe is it.remains then, that mult 


ty and fimplicity..( and yet the great: utility) of thefé two great Ordi- 


upon the: Authority and: fufficiency, of the voice.of God himfelf, as be 


husy “Brethren, | have, given ‘you. brief.account of the: Ceremoni+ 
ous Obfervations of thof¢ who. would be thought the trueft Church*a 
Earth, though they have afluedly changed the Ordinances of our Lord 


more than any. fort of Chriftians; I have alfo fet before you the puri- 


> 


nances, that you may be more inwardly affected ,with them, but efpe- 
cially with him whom. they (0. excellently reprefént,, for to this end are 
they ordained to fet forth Chrift and him Crucified... 


_ OF all the difficulties with which you are likely-to be tried in refpech 
of your Religious Profeffion,rhat Queftion which concerns the Fudge of thefe 
and other Controverfies in Religion, is like to be the moft dangerous, be~ 
eaufe you have been littlesexercifed in it ; as alfO becatife many perfons 


in at] opinion diametrically. oppofite to yours, for they fay, thar the 4i~ 
ving voice of the-Church, affembled in a General.Couneil of her-Bifbops and 


Op the other fide, We have been taught, and have conftantly be- 
lieved tharut is all Chriftians Duty to, rely ebiefly , and before all. things, 


in the Holy Scriptures, as the hefty and only infallible. Decider of all. Queftions 


tures were written and veceived about mgtters- of Faith and Religiom 

_. And indeed it@@ms,very {trange that any man fhould think. there is 

a better Judge than. God himélf, of what.is true, and. what is. other-- 
Wile; in. matters of Religion; and to) be- fire he fpeaks: to, ur with the: 
greatelt Certainty, and Authority, by the holy, Pen-smen.of the.Scri* 
ptures.' And itis as ftrange that the Church, who muft derive all her’ 
Light and Authority. from God and his Word, fhould appeal men: to- 

her felf rather than to him: methinks they fhould fay 9. us (as. Ca/a’s 


his Scriptures ? to God and: his Scriptures {halt thou. gos And efpeci- 
ally when this is the queftion, What fort of Chriftiar sare’ the «true: 


World, that any Party contending forthis'Title [The Church }|fhouldi § 
be -her Judge:; .and, {eeing the Church cannot by seerly avouching 


her own Feftimony only.) . thar fle ‘the Church, make any. 


now if 
Godi 


Hear the 


gion, or‘offers her Judgment in things doubrful, [ 


pear the Church. 
does ‘not reveal who is his Church, we fhall never 
her; nor does*he reveal this, ‘but by the Teftimonies of the Scri- 


pture, there “mult we find the Church of God, no where. For 


_ none’ but’ Enthufiafts pretend to any other Revelation in this Cafe ; and 
ro fpeak feaely, I doubt the Papifts are more then a little Enrhufiafical ; 
for rather than lee God's Word decide this Queftion about the Church, 
they flye'to Miracles, as if a fale Prophet may nor fhew « Sign, or 
a Wonder; yea, and that Sign and Wonder come to pafi too, and yet the 
thing he brings it to prove, be nothing but fee Deut. Sure- 
-ly ‘he that fhall pretend to work a Miracle or Wonder sm thefe days, to 
prove fuch, or fuch a People to be the Church, 1 fhould the more. fuf- 
peét both him and“his Church ; becaufé we have a fure Word of Pro- 
precy confirmed by Miracles already, which Word, doth as fully fer 
the Church, ‘as it ts forth any thing ; infomuch as men may as 
well call for Miracles to prove there is 4 God, and that this God is true, — 
as to call for Miracles to prove the true Church. ih 
_ Indeed the Church of Chrift being once found,then all wif and modeft 
men will readily lend an Ear to her in all things, and efpecially when 
fhe undertdkes to expound the dark or myfterious points of our Reli- 
as for the com- 
mon point of the Chriftian Faith, he that is a ‘wife and good Man, 
and no ways byafled by Intereft, may perhaps know thefe things, as 
well as the Church, or ‘at leaft, fich as call themféives Church-men.], 
- Butto be bound to adhere to any Church in thefé days, as to a people 
which cannot ‘poffibly be miftaken in any ‘matters Of Faith, or 
feems to*be'an Atribute'too high for any Society of Sinful men, Frand : 
there is none that liveth and finnerh not.) For (eéing'God hath not told us 
ay flich thing, ‘That the Church cannot Err or be Miftaken, it ought not 
to be fpoken: and if it be only proper to the Almighty to fay He cannot 


be ; It mult not'be faid of the Church, that “She cannot lye, left he ree 


prove'ls, and we be found Lyars. Rom. 2.4. Let God be true, and eve- 
Man @ bar, for thus itis written; and again, Hof 11.12. Ephra- 
itn compaffeth me about with Lyes, and the Houfe of \irael with Deceit. This 
was'the Café of the ten Tribes: and though Judah be juftified as #0 thefe 
Impieties, yet Chap. 12.2%. tells them he had a Controverfie wsth them 
alfo. Certain it is'that famous Churches have erred in matters of Faith, 
and others were as'liable to ‘err as they, no Church being herein pri- 
viledged above another, for ‘any thing that. God ‘has faid in his Word, _ 
put be every whete exhorts his People to beware of Sin, Error, and 
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Apoftacy, and commands.every. one that hath Ears, to hear what the 
Spirit faith to the Churches ; but he: does not,fay to any of them that 
they.cannotErr, therefore were not to hear fuch a ftory of any Church. 
Mat, 16.18, 1s gracious Promife indeed, That the Gates of Hell fhall 
not prevail againft the Church of Chryft, as founded upon himfelf,. in the 
true Faith of St. Peter. But this-Promifé belongs to all true Churches 
equally, yet no man ever durit affirm from hence, That no true Church 
can, poffibly err, .And St.Peter; who under{tood. this Promife, never 
told. any Church of his Planting, that they could sot Err; but rather tells 
them they may. err, fo, as to fall from thesr ftedfafine/i, and, be led away 
with the ervor of the Wicked... Indeed if any Church could be affigned 
here.on Earth that cannot err, or be deceived in matters of Faith, it were. — 
the eafieft thing in. the World to:find the Truth, having once:found - 
the Church; for we fhould have no need to, know any thing, but whar - 
that Church fpeaks, and. to receive her Determinations as God's Oracles: 
bur then I confider again that we fhould perhaps have great; incofive- 
nience alfo, For, if all the Decrees made by General’ Councils be 
obliging to us, and were bound up together, we fhould never be able 
to read them, nor Idoubt, to underftand them; it will then be our 
beft, at the long-run, to take Sanétuary atthe Word of God, as our 
Guide, and Superiour tothe Church... 
_ Bur I confider farther, that no man makes any particular Church 
this Guide, but does refer us to the Univerfal Church, as aflembled in 
a General Council. Surely either this tomake as many Univerfal 
Churches at leaft as there has been Ages fince Chrift was upon the 
_ Earths or if all make but one Univerfal Church, the direCtion. given 
to follow her Sentence, is. fCarce practicable; for how.long will. ir, be 
before a. man can be affured, what was held, and what. was.rejetted 
Ages? indeed there are Men born of great..confi- — 


delivered to the firft, Churches, by Men : 
deliverers of Divine Infticutes; and if they fail here, it: willbe ill 
turing to follow them.in their after-enquities. And there is the higheft 
Realon in the World to. ftand as Ags 


ig 


| | 83 
who Wi ell us: that athouick or Univeria: hurch hs 
| ways held Doétrines, and fuch Traditiots as are unwritten, 
‘Now. it highly concerns all Chriftians, as much.as. in, them, lieth, 
to make fure work with. fuch bold'Talkers,about the truth of the things 
which they affirm, efpecially about the truth of the Antiquity, of, thefe 


$4 pear tye 
for fuch pure aud dndoubted Antiquity is neceffary in our Caf, from 
the tenour of our Blefled Savioyr’s Argumentation again{t the Jews, in 
oppofition to a Tradition, or Mo(aical tin the Cafe of Divorce, 
Mac. 19.8. From she beginning it was not fo For feeing the Apoftles 
did faithfully deliver the whole Counfél of God to the Churches, 
‘condemning all that fhall teach otherwife than they had taught the 
the Doétrine of Godlinef ; orsthar fhould not confent to wholefome 
“words, even the words of our Lord fefis:Chrift, ix is therefore necef- 
fary to bring'all Do€trines and Pradtices in the Chriftian Church to the 
"Teft of the moft pure and Primitive Antiquity ; for that Church which 
‘hath that Argument fairly on her fide,cannot fail of alt other Arguments, 
which can be any way neceflary for her Juftification; for indeed this 
farft ment does infer all the reft, arid they that have not this, have 
mone of the other ; which thing being well Confi look back upon 
your Principles -ye Baptized Chriftians,) and upon what hath been 
_ “‘fhid for them, even by: your Adverfaries, and take comfort ; for’ whoe- 
ver boafts of the beft Antiquity, it is certain that you only have it. 
For what isthe moft ancient Record? Doybtle the Holy Scriptures, 
and‘ if let the’queftion be about Chrift, and his Church, there mutt 
we find them both, or no where: Hf any Man like not this Doétrine ; 
let. him thew. me, if he can, thefé lovely Objects without being behol- 
‘dent to ‘the Scripmure. Some I have known to attempt this, & with: 
‘lamentable being foon driven to, a fhamefut {ilence ; and indeed 
whole World mut int. utter filence gs. touching this peat 
livered in the Holy Scriptures.) through Faigh, makes us wile in the 
| Concernments of Sa}vgtion, 2. Tim. 2 


in thet 

all the Authors in the Worl, and all the 'Fradition 


| ny 
Seriptures, alt Authors andeall Traditipns fhall be. dumb and’ ufelefs 
to the production of the, leaft of Divine Faith ; fh that the Pa- 
pits, at thie lage-run’ { muft they know how) fhew us their Church: 
without Scripture, or any Author, and without 'Ptadition 
written unto. you, provoked thereupto by feyen Queries. 
is laft' to me,daes to deliver 

difficuiry after ‘this manper ; may, (faith he prove 
Church tyche! Holy Scripeinre,' and! the Scripture she’ Church, and 


| ; 

‘ What ever was, if the Holy S iptuces mut not be their own Evidence, 
and fH capable to command our Belief of them; then for the fame, or 


by a Regreflus Demonftrativus, without a vicious Cirele, becaufe we fuppole. 
them both fufficiently proved, and prudently accepted for Juch, by all the Me. 
tives of Credibility, as Miracles, Holsne/s, &c. by which Chrift proved bim- 
Self and bis New Gofpel. But as for the Senfe of the Scripture, I have more 
than fufficienely demonfirated, that the Scripture it felf cannot bear witnels for 
it, but shat this muft be had from a Living Fudge, viz. the Church, the 
Infallible Interpreter of Gods Word. . ais 
To this I anfwer briefly: That is a vicious Circle, out of which 
no man can lawfully deliver himéelf, but muft run in a Round with- 
out end ; and truly fuch is this Circular Argumentation of my Advers. 
fary, he will prove his Church by the Scripture. 2. He will prove the 
Scripture to be true by his Church, and he will prove his Church true. 
the Scripture, before the ws be proved true; and he will 
rove the Scripture to be true, after it hath proved his Church true, - 
This Meander is no way to be avoided that I can fee, but by fuffering 
either the Scripture, or the Church to be its own Evidence, for his De- 
monjtrative Regrefs makes his Cafe worfe ; for by it, they be both fufici- 
ently. proved, before either of them be proved, and both prudently ae- - . 
pted, before either of them be accepted ; and. which is moft {trange 
all the reft, thefe things are all done before the Scripture hath any 
fenfe known ; for'of this he is the moft of all confident, that the Senfe of 
the Scripture muft be had from a living Fudge, viz. the Church, the Infalli- 
ble Interpreter of Gods Word. So that this is the Condlufion of the 
whole r; The Scripture without Senfe mult prove the Roman _ 
and the Roman Church mult then give the Senfé of that 
Scripture, which had no Senfé before, when it proved Her to be the. 
‘Church ; here is indeed a but no fuch thing as a Demonftra- 
Methinks wife men.fhould confider that. the Holy Scripture is its 
own erin great, if not the greatelt. part.of it, the New 
Teftament being the beft Interpreter of the Old Teftament, and of it 
{elf alfo in many places: for Example; It tells us in one place, that 
.Heavens.muft receive Chy'ift rom the tne of hia Afton, 
timer of refrefoing come from the Prefence of the Lord. Aa, 2.21. 
And hence ott he no Chriftian muft hed the real Body ‘of 
of Chrift, which afcendedto Heaven, is upon the Earth, till “he {hall 
be fent the fecond time, { for God Joall fend Fefis, faith St. Peter) be- 
caufe the Scripture tells us in another place, That if Felis were on Earth, 
be foodld not be a Pricft, Heb. 8. 4. 
2 


. 3 It is therefore as plain as plain can be, that the Papilts make void . 
the Pielthood of Chrift, and’conttadict St. Peter himielf, ‘when they 
tell the World that thie real Body of Chrift which afcended into Hea- 
’ ‘yen, is now really, carnally, corporally prefent upon the Earth, that 
is, upon their Alrars, and m the Hands and Mouths of their Priefts 
and People, as often as they celebrate Mafs, and confequently he is fo 
far from being received into Heaven ‘rill the time of bw fecond com- 
ing, that he is, according totheir own Opinion, received boddy upon 
Earth ten thoufand times, and in ten thoufand places, tohis being once. 
received bodily into Heavens Sure their Opinion is directly againft the 
Scripture, as fure as their Tranfubjtantiation is directly again{t the bet 
Senfé, and the beft Reafon, with which Almighty God hath endowed 
the belt of Men, as has been clearly evidenced by many learned Dif-. 
courfes ; among which, I would commend to your Perufal, one lately 
publifhed, under the Title of 4 Difcoufe ‘againf? Tranjubftanciation : 
Printed this Year, and fold by Mr. Aylmer at the Three Pigeons again{t 
the Royal Exthange, Price Six Pence. - 
~ My Learned Adverfay, and indecd the Papifts generally, do urge us 
‘vehemently after this mafiner, admitting shat the Church is to follow the 
Rule of God's Pevealed Word in all her -Definitions ; yet they hold it ex- 
itrational, that all that can read it, fhould be dis own Interpreter of 
it, for fo, fay they, He will be his own Fudges And as in a Nation 
where no Judge of the Law is appointed, there can be no Juftice, but 
every man will be his own Judge; fo likewife, unlef§ there’ be 2 
pream Judge in Matters of Faith, to wit, the Church; from: whom no 
Appeal may be allowed, there can be no end of Controverfies, &. 
"This Objection is confiderable: ‘to which I fay, 
‘3. Whatmy Adverfary means by God's revealed Word, I do not very 
well underftand, but .I doubt he extends that ‘Term farther than ‘the 
Holy Scripture, elfé T am fure enough, the Church’ of Roime bas no re- 
vealed Word of God. to. follow in very many of her Obférvations: but to 
let this pafSat prefent, [anfwer tothe Objection thus; rh, 
_ 2. Rt feems to be built upon nmany dangerous Suppofitions, flich as 
thefe, ‘That we, ought to reft upon the Sentence of a Prieft (for we muft 
hear the Church out of his’ Mouth) for the ftate of our Soul,as on'the Sen-. 
tence Of a Judge in.a Civil Court for 4 matter of Debt, &. and that we 
aré.me more boufid ro fearch the-Scriptures for Eternal ‘Life;, than to’ 
fearcht the Scatute-Book’ for our ‘Femporal Life[nay, here I do thenr 
md wrong, forthey ‘will.permi us to read’ the Statute-Book, but they: 
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Pear the Church, - 37 
forbid us to read the Holy Scripture.] © It fi the Prieft cannot 
deceive us; when the Propher tells us, that though she Priefts Lips 
fhiuld preferve Knowledge, and that we fhould feek the Law at lis Mouth, 
jet they had caufed many to flumble at the Law, becaufe they had beew par- — 
tial in the Law, Mat.2.8. It fuppofés, whoever falls under the Sen-. — 
tence of the Prieft, is as furely damned, as he is caft or hanged, that 
falls under the Sentence. of a Judge in Law. { Which may be falfe, for 
the Priefts did joyntly fentence our Blefled Saviour, Saying, We have a 

Law, and by our Law be ought to die. It’s true, whatfoever the Churcls 
doth bind’ on Earth, is bound in Heaven ; but then nothing is bound on 
Earth, unlefs fhe judge righteoufly ; for it is written, ‘that the Curt 
caufelefi fhall’ not come, Prov.26.2. and feeing fhe may be deceived, . 
fat leaft by falfe Witnefles) She may condemn the Innocent, though She 
had no mind to do'fo,\ which fhews She is not infullible, whatever men 
talk to the contrary. } I do nor like this Opinion,’ therefore becaufé it 
leaves not Liberty ‘for thofe whom the Church condemns, to appeal fo 
much as to Almighty God, who knows the Hearts of all: men, whilft 
the Church knows them not. But I anfwer to. the Objection, by fay- 


aay Authoritative ; this indeed muft be referr’d to 


1. ‘Fhereis a Judgment 
the Church, and no wife Man ever 
bers of the Church muft be content to abidethe Sentence of the Church, * 
though they be innocent, ‘till God clears their Innocency ; but all’ this” 
while we {uppofe the Church: we fpeak of, tobe a true Church, and 
that She judges according to Evidence; and yet becaufé She knows 
all: Seerets, ner all ‘things contained’ in ‘the Scriptures,‘ we alfo 

may~ poffibly miftake, though never fo 


2%. There isa Jad of Knowledge or Diféretion, by which Mer. 
receive the Truth of the Gofpel, as underftanding, ‘and {o believing 
to be fe; and by the’ fame J t he tefufés what is falfe, as un- - 
derftanding it to be fo ;’ and rill his Underftaniding be well informed, or 
tationally fatisfied by convincing Evidence, he cannot, if he have the 
Underftanding and Spirit of a Man, do’ either thé one or the other: 
And hence it is,-that Salvation, (and confequently the means to’ ob 
tain it) are offeredto mien in the manner of choice, Fo. 24. Chufe 
then tha dapwhom you will ferve. Heb. «1.29: Moles chofe-rather fidfer 
Affisition with the People of God, ‘than to enjoy the’ Pleafres of Sin for a fea~ 


otherwifé, and the Mem- 
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Jome receive the Truth in their-Youth, others in their middle Age, 
fome nor tllOld Age; all the-Liberty which we contend for, is, that 
Men may have the free ule of the Means, by which they may. know 
the Truth, and be allowed to under{tand it before they be admitted 
to Sacred things, that.they may not only be able to give a Realon of 
the Hope thatésin them, but alfo be able todo (as they are alfo exhort- 
ed) Prove every man hs own Work, that be mayhave in bimfeif 
alone, and not in anether, Gal. 6.4, 5. ‘Thus much in anfwer to this Ob- 
ion. 
are is no Man living that would more gladly 


(than my felf) 
give to the Church of God, all that Honour and Obedience which God 
hathallowed Her; but to fay, She cannot err, isto make Her more like 
God than She is, I think all that. canbe fafely affirmed, ix) ‘That She 
{hall not faildo, as‘utterly.to ceafé from-being, but that God will have 
aChurch in the W to be his Witnefsto the end of the World, 
though the Apoftacy be never fogreat, or feetningly univerfal. And 
asit pleafed God to forefhew the great Apoftacies, which fhould be found 
among the Cliriftian Nations : So he was ioufly 


becaufe he 
che alone) fay, 


Hearts defire und Prayer 


to this, be- 


baly 
in. the Church of Chrilts Elders.and. 
‘Cons This, Prestytenian Principle, will, I.fear, fach as rective it. 
boldly tell us, that the Office of Timonly and Jitu was ‘Temporary 
they none. to them, . What Ihave formerly written 
in the defence of the hirit of thefe Offices, is 
4s yet unanfwered, and to that! refer you. 


"Spoukt or ould be i Jove mthe jecret places of the Stasrs, 
i * Cant. 2.44. or thruft into Prifons, and out of Gght, which might 
% caule the Faithful even to think there was no Church ‘remaining (like 
a that of the Prophet, who defired rather to die than t 
thought the Faithful hadjutterly failed, and himfelf . 
aa that then they fhould remember that the Gates of Hell Not prevas 
J Apsinft the Church, and therefore God hath always hada Church, how- 
ever fhe might be obfcured, 
Finally, Brethren, °° God for you, is, 
that, you. may. be.of one Mu gment in. all the Will of Ged, 
Miniftry, inercfp the Thredfold Order of Mi- 


Our Divifions have been, and will be, if continued, very prejudicial — 

to the Truth it felf; and our Adverfaries know how to make ufe of 

them again{t us, and our Holy Profeffion, though they cannot be Ig- 
- _ -Rerant of the great Divifions which were in the Churches.in the Apo- 

ftles Days, nor fhould they be ignorant of their own ; umd tothe end 

_ they may fee they are no more happy in that matter than their Neigh- 
pours, letthem confider what Bernard hath written. of them, as he is 
quoted by the Leamed, im Cant. Serm: 23. His Words are to this 


“* From whom fhall the Church hide her (elf? Allare Friends, and 
“* all are Enemies; all are Kinsfolks, and all are Adverlaries ; all are 
“ Houfhold Servams, and. there is none at peace; all are Negras, 
and all feel but*their own Profit. "They are Minilters of Chiff, 
“ and ferve Anti-Chrift; they do walk in the, Honuur of the Good- 
“ nefgof the Lord, unto whom they do no Honour, “Fhereby cometh 
“ that Beauty, of the Harlot, which thou feeft daily in, their Apparel, 
** as the Players of Comedies. As iathe-Apparel of a King, there- 
** by thou, the: Goldin the Bridles, Saddles. and, Spurs. b 
“ are the Tables beantified with Meats and Veffels: Thereby. comet 
“© Prunkennefg and Gluttony : Thereby proceedeth the: Harp:and the 
“ Viol: Thereby are'the Prefles andthe Garners full, 
an(wening the one to. theather : ‘Thereby. are the Boxes full of Oynt- 
mene andfweet Savour: Thereby are the Purfes filled, ‘Therefore 
“ would they be, and are the Princes of the Chunches.. The Pro- 
volts, Deans, Arch-Deacons, Bilhops, Arch-Bifhaps, and thefe 
come. not. lewfully, but, becaufe they walk in the bufineG of 
“ Behold now"in Peace my bitternef§ is moft bitter, It hath been: 
“ before bitter in the Death. of Martyrs, afterwards more bitter in 
“ Controverfie with Hereticks; now it is moft bitter in the manners of 
“ thofe of our own Houfe. We can neither chafé them away, they 
are fo mighty, and multiplied without Number} the Sores and. 
“ Plagues of the Church are entred into the inwafd parts, arid are incu- 
and therefore ig ker Bitternef$ moft bitter. 
And in Pfal.§0.6,1 1. “O Lord Jefis,thou haft multiplied the 
but not encreaféd their Joy ;, all the Chriftians almoit, do feck. their 
“ own Prokt, have removed the Offices. to. fhemeful Gain, and. 
“ into. Works of Darknefs, and: the Health: of Souls is not fearched 
for, but the Pleafure of Vices:Therefore arethey thorn: There~ 
do they frequent Churches, and fing Palms, They 


er . 


"They contend moftimpudently’ daily: by Procefs, for Bifhopricks, 
“ Arch-Bifhopricks, €c.''There temaineth nothing, but that the Man 
% ‘of Sin, the Son of Perdition, be revealed: © 

And on’ the Comverfion of St.Paul. “ Alas,'O Lord ‘God, for thefe are 
* the firft which do perfecute thee, whom we de fee to love the higheft 
“ Places inthy Church, and do hold the Principality, and by Power 
“ and ftrength have taken the Archesof Sion, and afterward freely have 
fet all the City on fire. Their Converfation is miferable, the Subver- 
fion of thy People is pitiful. . md fpeaking to the Pope, be faith, “ This 
* Mortal Corruption hath not begun in thy days, but I pray God it 
“ may endin thy time. In the mean time thou art apparelled and 
“ decked up very gorgeoufly. If I'durft fpeak, thy Seat is rather a 
* Park of Devils then of Sheep. Did St. Peter do fo? Did St. Paul 
“ mock after that fort? Behold the murmuring and complaint of all 
““ Churches, they do cry out that they are cut m wig and difmem- 
** bred, ‘There are very few, or almoft none, do not fear the 
“ ftroak or Wound. Thus far Bernard. 
-” Let not then the Papifts contemn or defpife us, becaufe of fome De- 
‘fedts, in refpe&t of Unity, neither let us defpife them, becaufe of the 
Difcords which have been, or are among them. Let us beware of the 
caufe of tkofe Calamities, and ftrive only for the true Form, and ‘due 
Power of Godlinefg, then fhall the Spirit of Hatred, which hath infer- 
ted it felf arnongft Chriftians, be rooted out ; arid then fhall that great 
Badge of Chri er unfeigned Love, (even the Love of God, fhed 
_ abroad in our Hearts by the Holy Ghoft) poffefs the Room of ‘all our 
bitter Conteiitions. . ‘That thus it may be, ‘is the Prayer of 
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Written in the Av 50. 


man) Copies are taken-and fpread.in mahy 
Draughts [bould not continue long, for.bad any now but fo 


the Original of 


SRETHREN, 


Bs our. Learned Adverfaries are wont ‘$0 


ls, Cre. thought fit to tran{cribe part 
Objection ; In the introduéion of my Book:of Primi- 
tive Chriftianity, tow vaip and pernicious this Talk: is about 
the Orig oil appears when yon confider... ‘no man 
living ever faw the very in which the. Prophets: 
poftles did write the fult raughtsof the Holy Scriptures, 
and therefore none have the Origi inals, but only Copies of Seri- 
pture. And let not this offend: any Man: fr, 
feems to bave,been'the bef for all that after 


tions, thefe firft 


pa yo dence, 4s to fay they have thefe very firft Sheets o 
Report? and hewn mi obi they abnfethe World, and all 

the Chure sin the World at *pleafi ? as by adding or alone 


telling them they knew not the. 


and 
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| ana the fame may of 


| But now n 

“Of Meminto fever guages, by this all 


by 


are forced to.be more peaceable than 


fe 


“pretend to have ever feen 

lefs by varrel about their Copies. Thus hath 

ref better bis Church than have thought 

| 

that fe ny Of: roles 
righ the 
Phe Epiltie © the’ Hebrews 
ab (aid the Seript,. The - 


was written by: Fertins. Pour 

Secon Fpittie? PomSfipt. 
wrote har te | 


pend’ for ought ears, aver 


that 


sits in the sora 5 if accidentally, in 
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Coiling, or there foould be fome Failure, do 
not think that by and by that Copy were'to be rejetted, or the 
Authority of the Scriptures therefore to. be called. in queftion, 
night fet up themfelves above it. Some under pre- 
tence of being the Church, and others pretending the Spirit, 
they both rejed the Church and the Spirit, as held forth 
itt, Speaking by the Holy Scriptures, 

we bave in the Pa wife and most Baptitts, who 


obit the feem to General Gouncils, Fathers, ee. 


188 not the Decrees of the bef Councils and Fathers, 
ich were held by the Apoltles and Elders, and Brethren 
Jerufalem, who among other things, forbid the eating of 
things ftrangled, and Blood, which the’ Church obferved for: 

Jfeveral of years after r indeed they were deli- 


vered to the Churches to be kept, sot to be broken, AQs — 


and get without all Confcience of thefe Decrees, 
upon Blood, &c. And on the other the bow ridgidl 

ofe the Decrees of 
antiation ( "lee bh mever beard of before it was there 
infomuch as they have punifbed with the cruelef 
Death, {uch asin Confcience could not fabferibe untoit. God 
give thene a better and more Moderation for 


Brethrem, as you have received thefe Holy Decrees 
‘he rest of the nly Rules left untous by the mot 
Amient Fathers, even the Apostles Of our Lord, fo walkin 
them, and keep the Cidliaaaces as heyy were delivered by 
them, who received them of the Lord. Now the- Lord - 
_ increase our Faith, that we may be able to fast inthe — 
and ho souercome all Sg prays 
Brother, 


A plain Instance of — 


the Couticlls, in the Capt off 
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EPITOM 


OF THE CHIEF 


CONTROVERSIES 


BETWEEN THE 


PAPISTS. 


AN.D THE 


THOMAS GRANTHAM. 


Let thas therefore abide im you which you have beard from the Beginning : if that 
_ whieh ye have heard from the Beginning fhall remain in you, ye alfo fhall conti- 
nue ithe Son, and in the Father, and this is the Promife which be bath Promi- 


fed uz, even Esernal Life, 1 John. 


Unto the perfedt Words of the New-Teftament nothing may be added, 
| that will lead a Life 
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TO THE 


‘T is now one fe and. twenty years fince. it plaafed a 
Learned Papift ta fend, feven Queries tothe People.com 
monly called Anabaptifts, in the County of 4 
bout, which many. Papers, were exchanged, and in the 

car 16623 [ome part of them were Printed unden the Title 
of the Baprift again{t the Papiftor. the Scripture aid Rome 
10, Contention. about the Supreme Seat of Judgmefit in 
Controverfies.of Religion.7o which the Querift never replied 
in Print, but. only. me, a few Notes. in. Manufoript s 
which feven Queries, with my. feven Anti-queries 1 foall ans 

nex tothis Epijtle, 


The. Truth I did then, and do fil look upon. this fort. of al 


Chriftian- ddverfaries (fo, I call them). to be the. moft fubsil, as 
well as coherent with their Principles, keeping.clofe torbeir Ar- 
guments, and ufing all very much the fame Mediums: and 
werethe Truth with them ( as in many things I am fatisfied 
it is nok) thip-very thing would be their bigh Commencation. 


READER. 


el 


4 


a 


| 


_ 
But the Heavenly, Mark ( more is the pity) they 
muft more dangerous, wherein they ftand oppofed 
the Truth, of which being very fenjfible, I cannot, as I love plain 
Truth, and the Souls of all Men, but indeavour as much ag in me 
is, after a Chriftian’fort.to undeceive (if it may be) fome of 
. them, and to prévent others from being deceiued by them. . 
I peak not this as fearing them, but as trilyloving them, as 
they bear the name.of Chriftians, and doubtlefs are as zealous 
in their way as any, tho I do verily believe they are under the 
greate[t miftakes profefs the Chriftian Religion, ex- 
cept profelfed Entinfafts. 


- 


Love is no, new thing, let my Words 
written more than twenty years fince witnefs, now in my Epi- 
file to the, Reader thus find them. Not that I envy thofe 
of the Papal’Church, or defire them any evil; Not that I 
defire they {ould be expofed toa Suffering Condition for 
matters of Religion, or that they fhould be denied any li- 
which I defire my felf, nor for any 
other prejudice (God: knoweth do [publifh this 
Amd what faid then, I fay now, beingierily per firaded 
- all good Principles whith I could ever mec 
with; that they and all men living foberly and quietly under 
_. - the Government) ought to have at leaft a friendly connivance 
under Sentiments ‘from the Form or 
Onder of Worfhip; But I no Dikator, muft feave 
shefe things 10 the’ pleafure of God; and the of our Go- 
vernors, only this -is my Ditermination, in Chriff’s Rrength 
to live and die’ faithful to ‘what I of the ways of Trit 
and to my oven Confciénce. Praying conftantly for the, bap wer 


treat them in 
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Third P A R T. 


“CONTAINING AN” 


between thefe whe are 
PAPISTS, AN A-B AP- 


a 


~TISTS: Occa 


Learned BA! IST. 


ET Chetan’ 'Riader that it is rho idle Cortceit of 
|» the Partsof the Author, above his Brethrem; ‘nor yet above his 
_Adverfaries’ ( many of whom are undoubtedly. Men of very 


“gare Parts and lifhments ) which: moveth ~ him thus ‘to 
sand tp call'forth all the to 
ir Church and Réfigion aia poor Baptized Churches in this Na- 


tained in’ thie Oracks of God,’ which gives’ Béldnef ‘to great 


‘ 


Seven Queries 


J 
~ 
? 
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with holy Confidence, is thus attempted, for a fair 'Tirial of the Cafe 


or Cafes depending between’ the Parties above mentioned. In the 
Name o'f God therefore Jet us to the Particulars of the Seven 


Queries fent to. the Bapeifts by a Learned Papift, which indeed octane 
the Sum of the Controverlies between the faid Parties. : 
Bagi 
aie Wine of Dif- "What Controverfie in point of 
Serences in poins of Religion, only ous can. you refolve without 


Reli 
of the Written Ward of Gid?, the Written Word of God? And 
— “whether the written Word of God 
4 be a perfeet Rule for Matters of Religion? 
The firft Part of thi uery concludes in the Negative ; the latter 


Part in the Affirmative, and affords Ca I sbi) undeniable: Argu- 
ment, 
hich is she only Rule 10 all Chriftians im the greatep 


shat without which neither Chap , the: Church nor 
Chriftiae Religion can: be tthe only infallible Rule by res ug 
verfierin pant ef Religion, 

Bus the Holy Scriptures are the Rede él Clriions the 
greatelt Matters of Religions, and’ shat; mishout which neither Chrift, the 
Chaveh, nor Chriftian Religion can be known. 


true 


find “whether: it be. nat too great 

ne. Holy Books, but. thofe: which you 
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Bear the 
-Forafinuch as mo Society of Chriftians in thefe days can bear witnefs tothe 
truth of any thing upon their own or hearing (4s the Apofles 
did, 1 Johny. 2 for fearce fi one hundred years, and 
thi their Teftimony, alfo, being but of human Authority, it remaineth of neceffi- 
ty, that fome Books of Record muift-be received upon the Authority of the Au- 
thor, in whofe Name they Jpeak, and the Divine Evidence of the Matter con- 
tained in them; and hence we argue, the Sufficiency of theScriptures own Au- 
bhorsty, to command our reception of them, [peaking to us in the Name of God, - 
and carrying in themfelves Divine Evidences in re[pect of the matters therein 


Papift Query 3, 3: 

know yoit shat your Copie andl What Copies and 
Tranflations of the Bible, ‘of the have you thar are 
Word of Ged, [ince the Original thote true than otirs? And where 
re sat Come ? tre’ the’ Manuféripts oF 
the Prophiers and Apofties 

Seting it was wot the’ of the ‘Dfdine phefdroe, 
10 alt the very firft Pieces of Pape in which the Orales 
were written ; but rather to preferve many Copies, and caufe them tobe {pread 
shroughout the World. And fecing no fort of Chriftians dare pretend 0 have — 
Tranflaréd any of theft Copies by an infallible Penj but only dvcording to the 
Skill they bave acquired or legrned in the Oviginal Tongues ; It would ber- 
all Leaked Chriftidns to band Minds to rébtifie ( they 
may ) any Imperfebtion in any of she 
ther that by fath Dileries a3 thir, 
fad 
lith Franflation- of  tBe 
‘be sried in the Cafes depending rither by 
of the Bible, or by thai bith Aibority Aid 
they quarvel with our 
“Bdification, they Dring’ 


though much be be fad 


in 


contasned, 
> 
| 


Woere we differ about the Senfa 


of the Word, by whom muft we be 
tried? The dead Letter cannot explain 


folf. 


tothis Difficulty jm our precedent 


Bepip Anti-queny 4. 


When we differ about the tru¢ 
Church, or the Meaning of Auv- 
thors be they Fathers, or Councils \ by 
whom muft we be tried? Thefe 


cannot {peak for ‘themfélves, 

than the Scriptures : Rid wishes, the Scriptures g 

gether, do hry explain not an op- 

ious, and ignominious ou to call t 

fabed them fixch ill, and indeed improper 
Of all she Seven Queries, thisis the difficile ; fee what wehave faid 

Epiftle. - Les the Papifts prove 


bein 


a dead 


themfelves 


to be the true Church, and the Contention about the Power Saachod to de~ 


cide ry which may arife abous the Meaning of the Scriptures, will 
In the mean time, a we muft every one 


with more eafe be brought to a 


the Duty of every Chriftian to 


"What Text Whether the 


‘the Scriptures, for she Proceffion of the 


- ~ Holy Ghoft from. she . Father, and the 


Son?  On.for changing. she. ‘Sabbath 
from Saturday sre! Or for 


clear Texts prove unwritten 


726, & 16, 7. be 


Infant~' 
ptifm ? yw bt there be not 
not confefled, in many 
Lraditions, and the Re- 


‘there be not that all which 
tet, do Alfo, whether Jobn 19.26 
nag. clear Tots, that the 


Bapeip -quey 5. 


Bepeifin, of the 
true Church be not One! And 


‘whether. the m. be 


the 
one? And whether the 


their Books, that Drfane- 
d in, nor 
whe. 
Wa 
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from the Father, and the Son? ‘Aifo whether 1 Cor. 7 I, 25 3.do not 
as miuch prohibit one Man for having twor Wives, as°one Woman for 


Alfo,whether there be any th@thold the Firft Day 
under the Notion of a h, among the Baptized 
and. yet whether there be not clear proof for the Religious 


Churches ; 
Obfervati- 


on of it, 48s 20.7. Cor. 16.2. Alfo,, whether. it be not abfurd for 


you toask forclear Texts, to prove unwritten things? Alfo whether 


deftructive to fomie Articles of the Chriftian Faith. 
is not this the Faith of all (Ound Chriftians? 


That Almighty: Gods does, Creature im; this: Weld, fo muchas the 


Creamre Man; nor does he take any Creature on Earth inte that nearne{s of 
the Bodies of thofe that fall be faved. 


Thap the bleffed Body of Chrift,. after bis Afienfion into Glory, adimies of 


no Change, either by Addition, to 


ia mol certuid, that’ the Ret Poy 
Tranfubjtansiation of Bread and Wine into the. very 


Chrift, God-Man; doth. evidently milisate clear T’ruths, 


ved, is exceeding it is certain, 
| $0 take them AS to Tran{ubftantiate 


i 


Joyes the Creatures, Bread and turn, or the 
very Subftance of them, into the v 


| Ie 


two “And, whether it.do not. clearly,.prohibit the 
the Week 


- Purgatory, and the Real Prefénce, .as you hold them, won 


and Blood of 


é 
| 


It is alfo eat 'bé confidered, That th 
Chritt, i. the Divine, and Human, are after an unfpeakable 
manner’; yet no Chriftian does believe, God 
Subftance of the Humane Natur®, into the Subftance, of the Divine 
Naturt, and that the Forms of Fleth and Blood only does ‘remain. 
How then 3° it at all credible that God fhould Deifie the Creatures of 
Béead and Wine, by turning them into the Divine Effence, 
Human, to be with the highe/t 

Willet Adoration which i: proper to God bimfelf? Con. 
And the Words Con. 


h the two Natures in 


Mat. 4. But Chrift iw the Encharift, ss very God ; 
much of che Firtt Propofition, for the Setond 


Wine, be really tranfubftantiated into the Subftance of Chrift’s Flefh 

_, and Blood, then they do either renvain that fante Subftance of Chrift’s 

Fieth for ever, ‘or elie they are’ after ‘fome time either gonihilared, or 
Corruption, But to fay either of theft, is flatly to’ deny, or 

oppole exprefs Scripture, which tells us, That the of 

Chrip faw woe >. ad that be Contimieth: And 


Beja for the firft, that Bread and Wine, after the Words of 

Confécration ; remains for - ever, of the Subftance of 
Rea! Body, it is no Way credible. For thei the Body of 


“Tall the Bread which’ has been 


be fed to be ‘all in one at as furethe whole 
_ of Chrif’s Body is fo) ix might, ‘for “With 
Mountiin® “And ine, ‘which hath been 
. Confécraved ‘for “the/ like fpace tiie, 
_ (8 fare all the Blood of Chtift remains in his Body, being impoffible 
to be fhed. fince he went into Heaven) it compere with a. confi- 
erable ‘Fountain of Warer. Bur'both thele are fo-very abfird, that 


Dope Chiron will them + therefore thae DoCtrine 
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the Shove... 


P apifts thal y,and fay, That though the Bread and Wine 
be really. oma into the Flefh and Blood, Body, Soul, and Divini 
of t,. yer it isnot néceflary that they remain fo for ever ; I 
earneftly defire them to fhew us what becomes of it then ? And lask 
whether by fuch reply they do not make the Real and Glorious Body 
of Chrift the moft mutable rin Heaven and Earth,being 
to this Doétrin, fubje& to be really made, and 


that in a thoufand on the fame day? - 


If any ( dan of the rent 
Church "of Rome ) fhall queftion whether they do indeed hold $ eo 
an Error, the Wiles in the Buchari/? is 
ed into the very Subftance of the Divine Nature of Chrift, ‘as well as 
hie Elumans Nature he may, fee it fully.aflerted by a Learned Papift 
in certain Catechifim enti An Alridgment to Chriftian Dottrine, the 


Anfw. the Body and Bhad of Fefus true Ged, and true’ Man; 


Hine, This Catechife is Print- 


witht the 
of Willem Hide. D.D. 


what mame ris under Prefident of the Englifo 


and: 4s, fome bane, it:. Godin Mercy 
which randubftansiation, confelS. is ome . 
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the 


Papitt Query"6. 6, 


“Whether Univer{ulity boeh for time Church can you name 
end place, be notan evident Mark of that haththat Mark? Ard whether 
the true Church ? the Woman which St. faw 

(called Mytery Bablyon’) be not 
meant of Rome? and whether her Cup was ay, eereteny received, 


“Papi Query. Baprift 7. 


“Whether any-man can fhew this 
is, wherber you can fetch aut of Mark, as it is ‘here called for, 
all Ages, and “Nations, Profeffars of without the help of Human Mifto- 
your Religion; in particular you -are ty ? and w Humas Hifto- 
defired to, name but one, or two in the -ty be infallibly true, fo as to be a 
firft fixe bundred years after Chrift’ “ground ‘for Divine Faith? ‘and 
jour. Profeffion ; for example, fuch as Whether thofe Human Records 
"held the fole fufficiency of Scripture which‘concerned Chriftian Religi- 
for the deciding Controverfies, and de- ‘on for'the firft three -hundred years 
of after Chrift were not the of 
? | burnt by the Perfécutors of 
Chriffianis? “and whether —thofe 
rein uch and wed 

in man y things contradictory contradictory ? Alfo,whether Infant- 
‘as heard of in the firft C be named 
which denied the’ ufefalnes’ $6 this the firft 
‘Geat mention’ of it from Tertullian ? 
“nbt ‘confefs that he the third Century as- av irrational and un- 
warvantable Cuftom 2:‘Alfo, Whether that Church,whofe manner of .admit- 
her Communion, her Conftitution and 
‘@feaccording to theScriptures, Mat.28.19,20. Heb, 6.1,2, Ge. be not 


whether the Baptized Churches 
wll other Charches whatho- | 
ever 

| 


they are: not 
was fo much 
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Of-all the. of she Church, f tauch ftood upon. by the: Pa, 


pills shis of Anti qeareasace indeed it 2 of that importance, that 
fail of; shis k they, are like tom thereft, and that they 
mutt fail of the Antiquity, inethe cafe of their Baptifm (. without 
which they cant have go true Church will with much eaf@ be made 


evident, / “Very Ot) 


Baptifn of the Roman-Church ) is not upon the Scri- 
Here they fail.of which, is the bett, | 


2. Becaule they have not one Credible itnefs for 


ged the manner of the by of Baptifn to a lie 


which indeed ismo Baprifm, _ 


~ ‘Wheress on the contrary, the beft Ai as clear for out Bap. 
tif [ Believers as the light of the Sun, many thotifands 
ot. Believers by Foln and more by Chrift ( or’ 
his appoinement 3. 4-1, three thoufand Believers Bapti- 
wed in one day, 482.40. And multitudes of Believers being Bap- 
tzed in every. Age fince Inftitution’of Baptifm, yea all the Antient 
Fathers for the fit(t three hundred, years, (if not. for the fix hun 
dred years). after Chrift were, , Baptized, Believers, fo that 1 fhould 


the Gates of Hell , cathnot again{t our Church in the Cafe of Bap- 
tifm, whether the Subject, and Ufe. oF 


the, firft Ais. 17 
The of our Mother the C Children mot to be con- 


temned, be credited sf it, mere. notam, 


| bid ed? ‘bk d 
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met He fhould lea sive ey 
he did ‘Hot to nor wherede leaving 
évety to thifk’of the" Words: hs hon 


They put. it down in the Catalogue of Forged 
and Cajetana depys that that Work to written by Dienpfius 


was the happy. Inftrument by whom Diego was. converted: and 

Becanfe he wsites of man Pre Priefts, and Mons, 


9. Ewebius and Ferome in never -ntion 

‘it not writtes by 


written long after ‘the’ of Dipnyfins, one is ‘The Author 
talks often of, the Diffinétion of ‘the Quire, Church : whereas (faith 
he); ‘the. ‘Chitiftians hy d'no. an hundred years after’ Diony- 


Baptiftn ro have been cer taught oF or pratt fed! by 
ih the Felt ler 


poltles, 
Chronograpbers tells us concernipg ‘both the: 


of any Evidence 


‘the ‘Faith had froth Yithe of € the ‘fi 


only Chapter he account of the Motik 
hold to the aR “a pter he. gaves 
| Dojat ot Sacred ap ‘hiss 


Va 40 th. 
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men of the farmoys Abby of. Bangor, ...But: shey of 4 
Mans) whether shey bp obedient 20 And he aid, 
Sued bins humble and meeksas to Chrift's Difciple belomgtlthan then they 
affent to him, which meekne/s they ‘eould perceive'in if be at their. 


sng into the Synod, or Council, arofe againft them. When the {aid Bifbops en- — 


tred the faid Synod, Auguftine fate ftill in the Chair’ and removed not, 
wherefore they were wroth and difdained him, and wouldnot obey to bis requefts. 


Then be faid to them, Since ye will not affent te my Héis generally, affent to 
me eé’pecially, in three things. 


Time, as it is Ore 
dained. 


Second, That ye give Chriftendom to Children 


— 


_ &nd the Third is, That ye Preach unto the An ie lsfo the Word of God as F 
afore-time howe ethenied sai? and all the other Deale I mill fuffer you to 
amend, and reform among your Selves. But they would not thereof. _ 
_ From this Paffage it is very evident, that Infant-Baptifin came not 
into this Nation till i about four hundred years. after the Gofpel was 
firft Received here; and therefore the Papifts muft needs fail of 


Antiquity here, and mutt, (if they will do.ys right )-€ive place to 
the Baptized Believers, not m/the but 
- alfo in refpe& of the denial of Baptifm to Infants, feemg thefe feven 


Bifhops, and the wifeft Men of Bangor with{tood Augujtine the Monk, 

Intha@point then, as we withftand the Papifts in that pointnow. . 

_ And as we have fuffered many hard things, even to the burning of 
our Bodies in Smithfield, for witnefs to the Ancient and’ I rue 
Baptifmn of Chrift, even fo it ill with thofé that withftood 

ia the Days of ; for Fabian relateghow they 

were many hundreds of murdered ; and Mr: Foe to lay 

fhe Fault upon Aujtin. conclude with thele two | thor Arguments, € 


2. The prefent Church of Rome, cannot poly prog her 10 
Church of Chrift ; Ergo, the prefent' Church Rome it net the true 
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oF R bath Ergo, She’ is ‘noe 
the true Church of Papifts their prefent ‘Charch 
againft thefe ‘A ts (the whereof afe “deliveted 
in the precedegt ‘without which, ' all they vat fay; will fig. 
nihe litle Hower foever the Chatch hath, it is little to them, 


proof ‘that they are true: Church of 
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